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A Long Way From Home
by Alice Walsh

Rabia is barely seven-years-old when the Taliban take control 
of Afghanistan, closing down schools and universities. 
Music, dancing, soccer, even kite fl ying is forbidden. Girls 
and women are forced to wear a burqa, a garment that 
covers every inch of the body. They are forbidden to go 
outside unless accompanied by a male relative. By the time 
she is fourteen, Rabia has seen and experienced more 
tragedy than most adults. Her father is arrested and taken 
away by the Taliban. He eldest brother, Yousef, is killed by 
a bomb. Her youngest brother, Karim, is so traumatized, 
he is unable to speak. After Rabia’s brother, Amir, fl ees to 
Iran to escape having to join the Taliban militia, her mother 
sinks into a depression, unable to cope. It becomes Rabia’s 
responsibility to take care of the family. After convincing her 
mother to fl ee to Pakistan, they apply for a program that will 
allow them to relocate in the United States. They leave on 
September 11, 2001, the same day terrorist attack the World Trade Center in New York 
City. Their plane is diverted to Gander, Newfoundland. After Rabia learns the attacks were 
carried out from Afghanistan, she worries about her family’s future. They cannot return 
home, yet they may not be allowed refuge in the United States.

Thematic Links:

Immigration     Afghan culture 
Refugees      The 9/11 Terrorist Attack 
The effect of war on children  

Activity Ideas:

• After Rabia boards a plane for her new life in America, she wonders how many miles it 
is to California—how many miles to freedom. On a Google map, fi nd how many miles it is 
from Quetta, Pakistan to London, England. How many miles from London to 
Gander, Newfoundland?  How many miles from Gander to Monterey, California?  
• Rabia, Colin and Leah each belong to a different nation. Using markers and construction
 paper, make replicas of the Afghan, American, and Canadian Flags. 
• Find Afghanistan on a map and write about its culture and history i.e. food, clothing, 
housing, and religious practices.  
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Alice Walsh
author of A Long Way From Home

I grew up in a small outport in northern 
Newfoundland. It was very much like 
Salvage, the place Rabia and her brother 
visits in my book. Where I lived, it was 
not uncommon to see icebergs during 
the summer months. For many years, 
we were very isolated. In the 1970’s, 
television was brought to us by satellite, 
but the programs were six months behind 
schedule. I remember going to a friend’s 
house, and watching Christmas programs in summer. One very clear memory I have 
about my community is how we welcomed strangers into our homes. Shortly after 9/11, I 
watched a documentary about the stranded passengers in Gander. As I listened to their 
stories, and heard them describe how they were welcomed and cared for by strangers, 
I realized that although much has changed since I left Newfoundland, some things have 
remained the same.  

Selected Awards
 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Our Choice (various books)
2005 Ann Brimer Connor Award 
2003 Hackmatack fi nalist 
2005 Hackmatack fi nalist 
2008 Finalist for Ann Connor Brimer Award

Some Other Books by Alice Walsh

Something’s Wrong With Kyla’s Mother (Nimbus 1989)
Uncle Farley’s False Teeth (Annick 1998)
Heroes of Isle aux Morts (Tundra 2001)
Pomiuk; Prince of the North (Dundurn 2005)
A Sky Black With Crows (Red Deer Press 2008)
A Gift of Music (Creative Publishing 2011)
Buried Truths (Creative Publishing 2013)
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And Nothing But the Truth
by Kit Pearson

Polly lives with her grandmother on an island between 
Vancouver and Victoria, where the tiny school only goes up 
to grade seven.  Now she has to continue her education at 
boarding school.  The school is as awful as Polly expects.  
She likes two of the girls in her dorm and she is very inspired 
by her art classes, but she is determined not to return the 
following year.  

Polly’s older sister Maud is in her fi rst year at UBC in 
Vancouver. During the Easter holidays, Polly learns that 
Maud has an enormous secret.  The pressure of keeping 
this secret, and the confl ict between Polly’s hatred of 
her school and her reluctance to give up her art classes, 
threatens to tear apart her relationship with her beloved 
grandmother.

This book is a sequel to The Whole Truth, and I hope you 
read that one fi rst!  Both books are set in the past and 
involve going away from home, themes that seem to recur in all of my novels. In this one, 
I especially enjoyed creating a character who already knows, at age 13, that she wants 
to be an artist.

Thematic Links:
     
B.C. Gulf Islands     Emily Carr

Boarding schools     Secrets

Drawing and Painting    1930s in Canada

Activity Ideas:

• Write down Maud would handle her predicament today, compared to how she copes 
with it in the past.
• Find photographs of paintings by Emily Carr and try to paint a picture in the same 
style.
• Interview each other about what you want to be when you grow up.
• Draw a map of B.C. locating Vancouver, Victoria, Kelowna, and the Gulf Islands. Can 
you guess which island is “Kingfi sher Island”?
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Kit Pearson
author of And Nothing But the Truth

I was born in Edmonton, Alberta in 1947, and grew 
up partly there and partly in Vancouver, B.C.  I spent 
my childhood reading avidly and playing imaginary 
games.  The biggest pleasure I have in being a 
writer is that I can still pretend!  When I was twelve 
I read L.M. Montgomery’s Emily of New Moon, and 
immediately decided I would be a writer.  However, 
I procrastinated about this until I was 35!  I was very 
lucky; my fi rst book was accepted quickly, and after 
the second one my books began to be very popular 
with kids.  You can fi nd out about all of them on my website, www.kitpearson.com. 

Selected Awards
 
2012,1990,1988  Canadian Library Association Book-of-the-Year for Children Award
2012,1997  Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award
1998  Vicky Metcalf Award
1996  Governor-General’s Award
1997,1992  Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award
1997  Red Cedar Award
1994  National I.O.D.E Violet Downey Award
1994,1990  Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People
1990  Mr.Christie’s Book Award 

Some Other Books by Kit Pearson

The Daring Game  (Penguin, 1986)
A Handful of Time  (Penguin, 1987)
The Sky Is Falling  (Penguin, 1989)
Looking at the Moon  (Penguin, 1991)
The Lights Go On Again  (Penguin, 1993)
Awake and Dreaming  (Penguin, 1996)
Whispers of War:  The War of 1812 Diary of Susanna Merritt (Scholastic, 2002)
A Perfect Gentle Knight  (Penguin, 2007)
The Whole Truth  (Harper Collins, 2011)
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Binky Takes Charge
by Ashley Spires

Binky is back and he’s been promoted! One of his new 
duties as Lieutenant is to train the next generation of space 
cats. But F.U.R.S.T. (Felines of the Universe Ready for 
Space Travel) failed to mention that they are letting in other 
animals now. Ferrets, rabbits, and even - GASP!- dogs are 
being allowed to join the fi ght against aliens. Unfortunately 
for Binky that means that his student is no kitten. Will Binky 
train Gordon the dog to be a successful alien fi ghter? Is this 
new recruit a double agent? Can a cat really trust anyone 
who pees on the carpet???

Since Gordon the dog- yes he’s real and he lives with me- 
has come into my life, I’ve watched his relationship with 
my cats evolve from pesky little brother to protector and 
friend. I wanted to show that dogs can be heroes too. Just 
in a different way. 

Thematic Links:

Friendship Finding your own talents
Graphic novel reading

Activity Ideas:

• Take your own pet and make them the star of your comic. What kind of adventures 
would they have? Do they have a superpower? If they did have one, what would it be?
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Ashley Spires
author of Binky Takes Charge

I grew up with eight cats and a dog and now I 
live with four cats and a dog, so writing a story 
about the secret lives of house pets seemed 
inevitable. I’m a West Coast gal, having grown 
up in Tsawwassen, BC and after living in both 
Toronto and Saskatoon, I’ve returned to BC 
with all my various pets in tow. Binky is my 
fi rst graphic novel series, but hopefully not 
my last. It turns out that making comic books 
is wildly addictive and I’m hooked!

Selected Awards
 
Binky The Space Cat- Winner of the Hackmatack and the Silver Birch and nominated 
for the Joe Shuster award for children’s comics.
Binky to the Rescue- nominated for the Eisner Award for children’s comics.
Small Saul- Winner of the Shining Willow Award and nominated for the Blue Spruce and 
the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award.
Larf- Nominated for the Blue Spruce and The Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz award.
Penguin and the Cupcake- Winner of the Chocolate Lily Award.

Some Other Books by Ashley Spires

Binky The Space Cat, (Kids Can Press, 2009)
Binky To The Rescue, (Kids Can Press, 2010)
Binky Under Pressure, (Kids Can Press, 2011)
Binky Takes Charge, (Kids Can Press, 2012)
Small Saul, (Kids Can Press, 2011)
Larf, (Kids Can Press, 2012)
Penguin and the Cupcake, (Simply Read Books, 2008)
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The Gargoyle at the Gates
by Philippa Dowding

Christopher Canning has a new house, a new school, no 
friends, and even worse the strange little park next door is 
creepy. Voices whisper from the bushes, plus something 
whips apples at his window and howls at the moon all night 
long. 

When Christopher fi nds the courage to investigate, he 
makes an amazing discovery: two 400-year-old gargoyles 
live in the park. Their names are Gargoth and Ambergine, 
and they need Christopher’s help to escape the evil 
Collector, who wants to kidnap them and lock them in his 
dark mansion forever. Together with the gargoyles’ friend 
Katherine, Christopher must fi nd a way to stand up to the 
Collector and save the gargoyles forever.

One night I was in an antique store in Toronto, and saw a 
staircase with gargoyle statues on it. When I looked again, 
it seemed as though each gargoyle had moved, just a little.  It got me thinking: what if 
they were alive, just pretending to look like statues? That night I told a bedtime story to 
my children about a little lost gargoyle in our backyard, and that story has now turned into 
three books in the Lost Gargoyle Series.

What I fi nd most interesting about gargoyles is that they were created partly to protect people 
from evil spirits. How can something scary protect us, I wondered? Then I decided that 
maybe if you took the time to talk to a gargoyle, you might not fi nd them so scary after all. 

Thematic Links:

Friendship Family relations
Courage Urban spaces/community
Standing up to a bully Medieval times/gargoyles

Activity Ideas:

•  Create your own gargoyle: make a gargoyle drawing, or a statue out of paper mache or 
modelling clay. Give your gargoyle a name, a country of origin and write a little about him 
or her. eg. Is your gargoyle naughty, sweet, grumpy, playful or something else? What do 
they eat? What do they do each day, or at night?

.
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Philippa Dowding
author of The Gargoyle at the Gates

When I was little, I was always reading. The fi rst book I ever 
read to myself was “Charlotte’s Web” (which you’ve probably 
read too), and I knew as soon as I closed the covers that 
I wanted to be a writer. I tried writing my fi rst book when I 
was nine, but it didn’t work out too well! 

I realized I’d need to read a lot more, and then write all the 
time to try and get good at it. So when I went to university, 
I studied English Literature and read nothing but great 
classical writers for fi ve years. After I graduated, I worked 
in the magazine industry as an advertising copywriter and 
wrote all day for another twenty years. THEN I fi nally tried 
to write a book again, and that time it turned out pretty well.

Even though I’ve been writing for most of my life, there’s 
always more to learn. That’s actually the fun part about being 
a writer: every story you write teaches you something new.

Selected Awards
 
International Youth Library, White Raven Book 2013
The SYRCA Diamond Willow Award Shortlist 2011-2012, 2013-2014
The OLA Silver Birch Express Award Shortlist 2012

Some Other Books by Philippa Dowding

The Gargoyle Overhead (Dundurn, 2010)
The Gargoyle in My Yard (Dundurn, 2009)
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How to Fix a Lie
by Nancy Wilcox Richards

Abby is excited!  School is almost over and the class project 
she’s been looking forward to for months is fi nally going to 
happen.  But then Abby gets partnered up with Gracie – the 
kid no one wants in their group because she tells so many 
lies.  Abby never knows when to believe her.  Does Gracie 
really eat bugs for her recess snack?  And does she know 
how to ride a camel or skydive?  It doesn’t seem very likely. 
But Abby and the rest of her class are in for a big surprise; 
one that will teach them about judging people unfairly.  But 
will Gracie ever stop lying?

As I wrote this book, I remembered some of the ‘stories’ 
(that’s a polite way of saying ‘lies’!) I used to tell kids when 
I was in elementary school.  I think I must have been trying 
to sound more interesting.  In How to Fix a Lie, Gracie tells 
many lies.  A lot of those fi bs were actually real fi bs I told 
my classmates.  Which ones do you think they are?
 

Thematic Links:

Language Arts Pioneers
Friendship Character Education

Activity Ideas:

• Readers’ Theatre: Have students do a dramatic reading from How to Fix a Lie. The 
following link offers students a chance to experiment with fl uency and expression: http://
www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/teachers/pdfs/spring2012/btscripts_howfi xlie.pdf 

• Creative Writing: Have students create a “Recipe for Friendship”.  First, generate a list 
of common recipe words (e.g., mix, roll, stir, add).  Then brainstorm friendship qualities 
(e.g., loyalty, honesty, kindness).  Have students work with a partner to create the recipe.  
It might use phrases such as add a generous heaping of humor, stir in patience, etc.  
Display the recipes in your library.

• Posters: Discuss the qualities of a good friend.  Create “Wanted – Best Friend” posters.
• Brainstorm: Brainstorm ways of accepting each other. Or similarly, create a list of rules 

called “How to be a Friend”. 
• Research how to say “honesty” in other languages.
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Nancy Wilcox Richards
author of How to Fix a Lie

When Nancy Wilcox Richards was in elementary school 
she told her classmate, Rosemary, that she was celebrating 
her birthday that very day, and Rosemary was invited to her 
party.   Rosemary showed up at Nancy’s house that evening 
with a birthday present. There was just one teeny problem 
– it wasn’t Nancy’s birthday! This “birthday fi b” eventually 
found its way into the story of How to Fix a Lie.  

“And that’s what authors do,” says Nancy. “Writing is like 
creating a recipe. We take bits and pieces of real life – things 
that are funny, interesting or heart-warming – and we add 
in some imagination; mix it up, and the result is a story.”   

Many of Nancy’s books draw on her experiences as an elementary teacher. Whether it’s 
facing the challenges of bullying, such as in How to Tame a Bully, or reaching out to accept 
others, such as in How to Be a Friend, her books are sure to resonate with readers.  

Nancy lives on a picture perfect lake in Nova Scotia. She loves spending time with her 
family; enjoys whiling away the hours in her hammock on a warm summer’s day; and is 
convinced that chocolate can solve many problems. 

Read more about Nancy at: http://scholastic.ca/bookfairs/authorillustratorspotlight/pdfs/
authorspot_nancywilcox.pdf

Selected Awards
 • Les Palmanes Imprimeric Gagne: Preferred French Children’s Story Book for Pas de 
Dodo Sons Doudou! 1998.
• Provincial Education Week Award for “New Ways to Teach, New Ways to Learn”, 1996.

Some Other Books by Nancy Wilcox Richards

Farmer Joe’s Hot Day (Scholastic Canada, 1987; new edition 2012)
Antoine le grognon  (Scholastic Canada, 1987)
Farmer Joe Goes to the City (Scholastic Canada, 1990; new edition 2012)
Antoine va à la ville (Scholastic Canada, 1990)
Farmer Joe Baby-sits (Scholastic Canada, 1997; new edition 2012)
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The Island Horse
by Susan Hughes

When her father gets a job on Sable Island, Ellie must say 
goodbye to her beloved home on the coast of Nova Scotia. 
However Ellie, who loves horses, soon fi nds herself forging 
a remarkable and unexpected relationship with a wild 
stallion. When danger threatens the stallion and his herd, 
Ellie must reach out to her father and an island girl for help. 
Like Ellie, I’ve always loved horses. As a child, I took riding 
lessons, and my best friend and I even gave riding lessons 
to our neighbourhood friends! We didn’t have real horses to 
ride -- we lived in the heart of the city -- so we’d trot around 
in the backyard, pretending we were riding horses, or we 
tied strings (reins) to our bicycles and rode in the schoolyard. 
I read every horse book I could fi nd and dreamed that one 
day I’d write one of my own. When my eldest daughter was 
nine, she wrote a story about the wild horses of Sable Island, 
horses I’d never heard of before. Inspired by my daughter’s 
story, I knew this would the setting for the horse story I’d 
always wanted to write -- and the idea for The Island Horse 
was born.
 
Thematic Links:

• Language Arts: Skills & Strategies (critical thinking)
• Canadian history
• Mapping technology

Activity Ideas:

• Research online to fi nd out more about the history of the wild horses on Sable Island..
• Research to fi nd out about the letters Canadian children wrote to PM Diefenbaker in 

1960 saved the horses from certain destruction. Write your own letter, making it as 
persuasive as possible!

• Make a timeline showing the changes over the time to Sable Island, including the arrival 
of the wild horses, the installation of lighthouses, and the island becoming Canada’s 
newest national park.

• Write stories with titles such as The Graveyard of the Sea, How the Wild Horses Came 
to Sable Island, or The Island Horse: What Happened Next?
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Susan Hughes
author of The Island Horse

I have been writing for as long as I can remember! When I 
was in grade four, some neighbourhood friends and I 
formed a writer’s club. We enjoyed sharing our work with 
one another. We had one rule: when we made comments, 
we always had to start with saying something positive! That 
way, our writing improved, and we all stayed friends. 

After I graduated from university, I wasn’t sure what kind 
of job I wanted. But one day I was looking at notices on a 
student work board at the university. One caught my eye: 
Editor wanted. I applied to the children’s publishing house 
and was accepted.  I learned how to edit books. At the 
same time, I kept on with my writing. Soon my books  -- 
both fi ction and non-fi ction -- began to be accepted for publication. I’ve been editing and 
writing ever since. 

Want to be a writer? Here’s my best advice: Just do it. Sit down and write. Do it every day. 
And read. Read lots.

Selected Awards
 
Norma Fleck Award for Canadian Children’s Non-fi ction
Outstanding Science Trade Books for Students K-12
Science in Society Journalist Award for Children’s Books
Diamond Willow Award
Red Maple Award

Some Other Books by Susan Hughes

Canadian Celebrations (Scholastic Canada, 2012)
Case Closed? Nine Mysteries Unlocked by Modern Science (Kids Can Press, 2010)
Virginia (Kids Can Press, 2010)
Canadian Birds (Scholastic Canada, 2010)
Canada Plays Sports (Scholastic Canada, 2009)
Earth to Audrey (Kids Can Press, 2005)
Coming to Canada (Maple Tree Press, 2005)
Lester Pearson: The Canadians (Fitzhenry Whiteside, 2004)
Let’s Call It Canada: Amazing Stories of Canadian Place Names (Maple Tree Press, 2003)
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Jasper John Dooley: Star of the Week
by Caroline Adderson

In Jasper John Dooley, Star of the Week Jasper gets to 
be Star of the Week at school, but everything goes wrong.  
During Show and Tell, his lint collection falls fl at.  His Family 
Tree is more of a Family Stick. Worse, his best friend Ori’s 
baby sister arrives and steals Jasper’s spotlight. Jasper 
decides he needs a sibling in a hurry and builds one out 
of wood. But his wooden brother Earl is a maniac, landing 
Jasper in the principal’s offi ce!  Eventually, though, Jasper’s 
inventiveness helps him bring the week to a happy close. 
By Friday, he knows he has what it takes to be a star. 

I was inspired to write this story after my own son was 
Star of the Week at school.  And yes, he did build himself 
a wooden brother!  You can see him on my website. http://
www.carolineaddersonkids.com/2012/04/22/presenting-
earl/

Thematic Links:

Family
Friendship
How the heart works
Wood-working
Orchestras
Self-respect
Perserverance

Activity Ideas:

• Build a wooden brother! (See the website link above for instructions)
• Make and present a family stick like Jasper’s.
• Create a compliments book for a classmate.
• Study a model of the human heart and how it functions.
• Use dryer lint to make cool crafts.
• Add “body music” to a song.
• Look at a “name your baby” book or website.  Find out the meanings of everybody’s 

names.
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Caroline Adderson
author of Jasper John Dooley: Star of the Week

I began writing for adults- - short stories and novels. When 
my son was fi ve I wrote some simple stories based on the 
adventures we shared.  Eventually these were collected in I, 
Bruno and Bruno For Real.  After the Bruno books, I began 
to get more ideas for kids’ books not based on real life, 
such as Very Serious Children, a novel about two brothers, 
sons of clowns, who run away from the circus.  My latest 
children’s books are the second in the Jasper John series, 
Jasper John Dooley, Left Behind, and a middle-grade novel, 
Middle of Nowhere.

I live in Vancouver, B.C. with my husband and the son who 
lied to me when he promised he’d always be seven.  For fun I walk my tree-climbing Jack 
Russell, Mickey, write, read, garden, and travel.  I’m interested in almost everything except 
watching television.

Selected Awards
 
Ontario Library Association Best Bet for 2012: Middle of Nowhere
Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Book for 2012: Middle of Nowhere
Quill and Quire 2012 Best Book for Young People: Middle of Nowhere
Junior Library Guild Selection, 2012: Middle of Nowhere
Helen Isobel Sissons Canadian Children’s Story Award, 2012: Norman, Speak!
The Diamond Willow Award, 2008: Very Serious Children

Some Other Books by Caroline Adderson

Jasper John Dooley, Left Behind (Kids Can Press, 2013)

Middle of Nowhere (Groundwood Books, 2012)

Jasper John Dooley, Star of the Week (Kids Can Press, 2012)

Film Studies (Annick Press, 2010)

Bruno for Real (Orca Book Publishers, 2009 )
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Lower the Trap
by Jessica Scott Kerrin

Lower the Trap is the first installment in The Lobster 
Chronicles, a trilogy about how life changes for three boys 
in a coastal town when a giant lobster is caught in a trap.

Graeme Swinimer knows every nook and cranny of his 
fi shing community of Lower Narrow Spit. What’s left for a 
future marine biologist to discover? But when Graeme’s 
dad catches a gargantuan lobster with antennae the size 
of bicycle spokes, the discovery soon has the town abuzz. 
Graeme is thrilled when his dad promises to put the creature 
up for auction at the annual lobster festival and, if it gets the 
highest bid, use the prize money to take Graeme to a marine 
aquarium. But can Graeme get the whole town on board?

Jessica is fascinated by the history of Atlantic Canada. The 
largest lobster ever caught was off Nova Scotia’s coast in 
1977. It weighed 44 pounds! 

From time to time, fi shermen still come across giant lobsters, and this always captures the 
public’s attention. These crustaceans are not attractive, but they do command respect, 
given their extreme advanced age.

When asked if she is fond of lobsters, she replied, “Absolutely. My husband, Peter, makes 
delicious lobster bisque.”

Thematic Links:

Coastal community Moral dilemma
Lobster fi shery Animal care

Activity Ideas:

• Send artwork and letter to Jessica explaining what you’d do if you had to decide the fate 
of a giant lobster. There are no right answers, but she posts all artwork she receives 
on her blog: jessicascottkerrin.com. E-mail her at jessica_kerrin@yahoo.com for her 
mailing address.

• Celebrate Atlantic Canada by drawing a favorite scene that is unique to your province. 
• The naming of a boat is an important tradition. If you could own a boat, what type would 

it be? Draw your boat and be sure to include the name!
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Jessica Scott Kerrin
author of Lower the Trap

Prairie-born Jessica Scott Kerrin now lives in Halifax on 
the granite coast of Nova Scotia. She still harbors a love 
of wide-open fl at spaces and so spends much of her time 
sailing the eastern seaboard, tying up to wharves of fi shing 
communities along the way. She is most known for writing 
Martin Bridge, a highly acclaimed adventure series inspired 
her husband and son. When not writing, she enjoys a good 
feed of lobster.

Selected Awards
 
The Martin Bridge series has received the following 
nominations and/or recognition:

Best Books of Exceptional Caliber, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 2010
Nominated for the 2010 Hackmatack Award (Atlantic Canada Children’s Choice Award). 
Best of 2009, Resource Links (Canada’s national journal devoted to the evaluation of 
Canadian resources for children and young adults)
Best Books of Exceptional Caliber, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 2009
Best Books of Exceptional Caliber, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 2008
Junior Library Guild Premier Selection Award, Spring, 2008
Nominated for the 2008 Hackmatack Award (Atlantic Canada Children’s Choice Award)

Some Other Books by Jessica Scott Kerrin

The Spotted Dog Last Seen (Groundwood, 2013)
The Lobster Chronicles: Spit Feathers (Kids Can Press, 2013)
The Lobster Chronicles: A Narrow Escape  (Kids Can Press, 2013)
The Lobster Chronicles: Lower the Trap (Kids Can Press, 2012)
Martin Bridge: Onwards and Upwards (Kids Can Press, 2009)
Martin Bridge: The Sky’s the Limit (Kids Can Press, 2008)
Martin Bridge: In High Gear (Kids Can Press, 2008)
Martin Bridge: Out of Orbit (Kids Can Press, 2007)
Martin Bridge: Sound the Alarm (Kids Can Press, 2007)
Martin Bridge: Blazing Ahead (Kids Can Press, 2006)
Martin Bridge: On the Lookout (Kids Can Press, 2005)
Martin Bridge: Ready for Takeoff (Kids Can Press, 2005)
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That One Spooky Night
by Dan Bar-el

That One Spooky Night imagines a Halloween night in 
one particular town in which the impossible suddenly 
became real. Although it says “Spooky” in the title, this 
collection of stores are meant to be more funny that 
scary. I played with everything I knew about monsters 
that I had read in books or comics or saw on television 
or in moview. Having a sweet tooth since I was born (or 
at least since I had my fi rst tooth), I loved trick-or-treating 
when I was a kid, so I tried to make fun of as many things 
that I remembered about Halloween night. There are 
three main stories in this book. Look for characters from 
one story somewhere in the background of one of the 
other stories. 

Thematic Links:

Graphic novels Halloween
Humour Horror & ghost stories

Activity Ideas:

• This book was purposely written using as little text as possible to tell the stories as well 
as express the humour. Have students draw a comic strip trying to tell a story or show 
a scene without using words.

• As the writer of a graphic novel, I explain to students in my workshop that not only did 
I write the text (narration, dialogue, sound effects), but I also described using words 
what should be drawn by the illustrator in each panel. 

     Have students write down one (or more) panels. 
           Using only words, they should:
 describe what a reader would see 
 and if there are characters, what they would say
 and if there are any sounds, what would we hear.
    Then have the students trade papers and draw the panel(s) as they understand   
     them from what was described.
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Dan Bar-el
author of That One Spooky Night

I have been writing in one form or another for as long 
as I could hold a pencil in my hand or between my 
toes. Whether it was plays or monologues, poetry 
or greeting cards, comedy sketches or jokes or the 
thousand little scraps of paper I have left around the 
house, writing is just something I have always done.
Yet at fi rst, I never saw myself becoming a writer. At 
age ten, I discovered theatre and loved acting. Up 
until the end of high school, I was devoted to theatre, 
constantly involved in classes and plays outside 
of regular school. Then I attended the Ryerson 
Theatre School for three years before embarking 
on a professional acting career. During that period, 
I formed a writing partnership with a comic performer and together we started a comedy 
troupe. 
When I moved to Vancouver, I started volunteering at an out-of-school program and I 
discovered how much I enjoyed working with children. So I became a school age childcare 
giver and later, a preschool teacher. And that’s how I came to writing children’s books. I 
would bring library books to the preschool and as I read them to the children, I fell in love 
with the books! I wanted to be part of making children’s books too. 
Aside from writing, I like to travel whenever the opportunity arises. Visiting school to tell 
stories and share by books has allowed me to see different parts of Canada. I also like 
to cook and bake and sometimes play harmonica which I enjoy but my cat seems to fi nd 
quite painful.
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Dan-Bar-el-Childrens-Book-Author/222627814419022 

Selected Awards
 
2012 Junior Library Guild Selection 
2012 CCBC Marilyn Baillie Award nomination 
2012-2013 Chocolate Lily Award nomination 
2012 BC Book Prize Nomination 
2009 Honour Book - Blue Spruce Award
  
Some Other Books by Dan Bar-el

Check the list at:
http://www.danbar-el.com
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Time Flies When You’re Chasing Spies: 
A Halifax Mystery
by Allison Maher

Thirteen-year-old Andrew lives in a small town in Nova Scotia, but with a mother who works 
for a high-tech spy gear company, his life has been anything 
BUT peaceful.  When she goes missing the day before the 
world leaders arrive in Halifax everyone is desperate to 
fi nd her.

But they don’t know her like Andrew does.  With the help 
of his best friend Brian, they set off to follow their instincts 
and the smallest of clues that she has been able to leave 
behind. One clue leads to another and before they know 
it, they have trigger an explosion of information that leaves 
the police scrambling to catch up.

Sometimes the people in charge listen to them and 
sometimes they don’t.  Brian and Andrew work with them 
when they are helpful and work around them when they 
aren’t.  They will risk anything and do everything in their 
power to get her back. That might not sound like much, but 
that just means you haven’t met them yet. 

The kidnappers are ready for the police.  What they are not ready for is the sneaky 
determination of a son and his friend.

Thematic Links:

Humour History
Action Empowerment

Activity Ideas:

• Create a visual model of how cell towers can fi nd/locate a cell phone. You can use 
three pins and strings with a marking device.  Relate signal strength to string length. 
Use it with local maps.

• Use lemon juice to write secret notes.
• Practice reading footprints in the snow or dirt. Use paint on your feet and walk, run, 

jump or skip along a six foot strip of paper (fl ooring underlay) then get the class to guess 
what you did and how you did it.  Have several students travel across the same piece 
of paper and see if the other students can fi gure out who went fi rst, second or last.
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Allison Maher
author of Time Flies When You’re Chasing Spies

I am a hyperactive, self confessed tom-boy.  I would 
rather wrestle goats than comb my hair.  I write novels 
because I don’t sleep and my family gets annoyed when 
I vacuum at three in the morning. The faster the action 
in my books the faster I type.  

I really did work for a company that invented spy gear 
for police agencies all over the world.  Honest. I used to 
take home equipment to test it on my husband, but he 
wasn’t very happy about it. 

Now my husband Dave and our two sons, Connor and 
Devon, all live on a u-pick farm in Aylesford.

Selected Awards

Nominated for a Red Cedar Reader’s Choice Award for 
my fi rst novel, I, The Spy.
Listed on Kayak Magazine’s Recommended Reading 
List for I, The Spy.

Some Other Books by Allison Maher

I, The Spy (Thistledown Press, 2006)


