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After Dark
by James Leck

Fifteen-year-old Charlie Harker is pretty disappointed 
to learn he’ll be spending his summer vacation helping 
his mom renovate an old family inn in the small town of 
Rolling Hills. He much preferred his plan of lounging on 
a beach in Hawaii. And now he has to deal with his an-
noying neighbor Miles Van Helsing, who’s been trying to 
convince him there’s paranormal activity going on in town. 
Charlie knows this can’t be true. Miles is just nuts, right? 
Although he has to admit, it is getting harder and harder 
to explain all the odd situations he keeps fi nding himself 
in, particularly once the sun goes down. And it does seem 
like an awful lot of people are getting sick ... 
 
James Leck wrote After Dark as an homage to all the 
suspenseful stories he’s read over the years. At the centre 
of the action is Charlie, an unlikely hero who has to get over 
his slacker mentality to try to save his family and possibly 
the world. He hopes to show the world that goofballs can be 
heroes too, and to show goofballs that they might need to take some things a little more seriously.

Thematic Links:

Independence   Friendship

Teamwork    Perseverance

Revealing the truth     
  
Activity Ideas:

• Research parasites in animals and humans 
• Research how infections can be spread
• Write an alternative ending
• Research the thriller genre
• Create your own monster-themed smoothie
• Write three or four diary entries from Lilith’s point of view 
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James Leck
author of After Dark

James has worked as a high school teacher 
in Canada, Japan and Kuwait, and has had 
the good fortune to travel extensively. Some of 
his favorite stories from his travels include the 
time he accidentally ordered an entire chicken 
(and only a chicken) for his dinner in Korea; the 
time all his clothes, backpack and towel were 
dragged out to sea by a rogue wave in Guam; 
and the time he accidentally paid $40 for a bottle 
of apple juice in Oman. His travels have taught 
him to expect the unexpected and to roll with 
the waves life sends you.
 
His latest book, After Dark, is a small salute to 
the great horror stories and movies he read and 
watched growing up. Charlie Harker, the hero 
in After Dark, has a passion for sleeping in, 
napping and avoiding work at all costs, and James has to admit that these qualities might 
be based on his own quest for absolute laziness during his summer vacations growing up.

Currently, James lives in Dartmouth with his wife and two children. He still enjoys sleeping 
immensely.

Selected Awards

The Further Adventures of Jack Lime
Shortlisted for the CCBC John Spray Mystery Award 2014
Shortlisted for The Diamond Willow Award 2014

The Adventures of Jack Lime
Shortlisted for The Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award 2012
Shortlisted for The Manitoba Young Reader’s Choice Award 2012
Shortlisted for The Arthur Ellis Award for Best Juvenile Crime Book 2011 

Some Other Books by James Leck

The Further Adventures of Jack Lime (Kids Can Press, 2013)
The Adventures of Jack Lime (Kids Can Press, 2010)
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Frostbite Hotel
by Karin Adams

Budding Grade 5 businessman Kirby Katz plans to make a 
profi t running a ‘snow hotel’ at recess with his friends. But 
The Bear and his nasty Grade 6 crew have built a hotel of 
their own. Not only that, each time Kirby comes up with a 
fresh idea, The Bear beats him to it! As the coincidences 
pile up like snow blocks, Kirby begins to suspect that 
one of his own friends may be betraying Frostbite Hotel’s 
best business secrets to the competition. With his closest 
friendships freezing up, can Kirby still fi nd a way to succeed? 

The fi rst blizzard of the year always meant snow forts at 
recess when I was growing up (and according to the students 
I work with, it still does). Forts weren’t just structures made 
of snow, they came with serious RULES – like who gets the 
best blocks, who gets to build in the best spots (and lots of 
different opinions!). I wanted to write a story that captured 
the fun but often tricky world of winter recess where many of 
life’s ‘big deals’ are experienced – like competition, adversity, loyalty, and solving problems 
with your friends.

Thematic Links:
     
Friendship      Teamwork

Bullying      Entrepreneurs

     
Activity Ideas:

• Imagine what Frostbite Hotel and the other ‘snow hotels’ from the story look like. Draw 
a picture or build a 3-D model out of creative craft materials. (If it’s snowy, work together 
to plan and construct your own full-sized ‘Frostbite Hotel’ out of snow!)
• In partners or small groups, use fi ctional hotel tycoon William T. Williamson’s advice 
to plan your own original business concept. Pitch your idea to the other teams. (Hint: 
Every chapter title in Frostbite Hotel is another helpful ‘business tip’ from William T. 
Williamson’s book!). 
• If your classroom had “Magic Monday Mornings”, what would you choose to work on? 
What exactly would you do with that special class time to work on your future goals and 
dreams? Write a journal entry about it, draw a picture, or  - even better - do something 
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author of Frostbite Hotel

Karin Adams is the author of four humorous books 
for young readers. In addition to Frostbite Hotel, her 
other novels include Lights! Curtains! Cows!, No TV? 
No Fair! and My Best Friend is a Viral Dancing Zombie 
(coming soon in Fall 2016). In addition to writing at 
home with her trusty wiener dog at her side, Karin loves 
to ‘get out there’ and work with other writers, inspiring 
them to journey along the creative road of story. Since 
2009, she has worked with thousands of young people 
through her popular library workshops, author visits, 
and artist residencies in Manitoba schools. Together 
with the students she meets, Karin explores how to 
‘spark’ creative ideas, build intriguing characters, 
develop story worlds and settings, and write with 
sparkling language. In fact, the more she teaches, the 
more Karin herself learns and grows as an author.

Other Books by Karin Adams

Lights! Curtains! Cows! (Lorimer, 2009)
No TV? No Fair! (Lorimer, 2010)
My Best Friend Is a Viral Dancing Zombie (forthcoming – Lorimer, 2016)
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Jacob’s Landing
by Daphne Greer

Coping with the recent death of his father, twelve-year-old 
Jacob Mosher is sent to spend the summer with his aging, 
estranged (and strange!) grandparents in rural Newport 
Landing, Nova Scotia. Reluctantly, Jacob trades the security 
of his foster mum in “Upper Canada” for a blind grandfather, 
Frank, who dresses like a sea captain and conducts fl ag- 
raising ceremonies, and a quirky grandmother, Pearl, who 
sometimes forgets her dentures and has Jacob running in 
circles. 

Jacob only has two months to fi gure out how to deal with 
his ailing grandfather, the surging Avon River tides, and 
the secret that’s haunting his newfound family. He didn’t 
expect so much danger and mystery to be lurking in tiny 
Newport Landing.

This story came about when my dad told me an unbelievable 
true story about the late Captain Mounce who lived in the ship mansion across the road 
from where I live in Newport Landing. It was very intriguing, but I was fearful about writing 
about a real person, so I pushed it aside. Then one morning I woke up with a story line of 
a boy (Jacob) sitting across from his grandmother whom he’d just met and her false teeth 
were slipping down – and Pearl was born. I’m a massive problem solver and I thought what 
would a boy do if he had no family and all of a sudden he discovers he does?  

Thematic Links:

Family / foster care/ death Country living
Mystery Ship building history

Activity Ideas:

• Sailboats are referenced many times throughout the book. Do a bit of research to see 
what kinds of sailboats are used and then pick one to draw. When fi nished drawing 
label the parts of the boat. Many of the sailboat’s parts were mentioned in the book (i.e., 
rudder, tiller, halyards, port, starboard). Try to fi nd as many new parts as possible.  
• Research the types of ships built in Newport Landing and what they were used for.
• Imagine you are Jacob. What would you like to say to your dad? Write a letter about 
your summer with Pearl and Frank. 
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Daphne Greer
author of Jacob’s Landing

I fell into writing completely by accident when I 
attempted to fi nd my cousin’s son a picture book about 
autism. When I wasn’t successful, I decided to write one 
myself. I loved the whole experience. It felt comfortable 
and easy, but then I had to learn the art of writing. 

I have a Bachelor Degree in Child Studies from Mt St 
Vincent University. During my practicums I fell in love 
with working with children with special needs. For a 
few years I lived at the School for the Blind in Halifax 
as a live in support person while going to school. This 
experience was the stepping stone that eventually lead 
me to working in a group home setting with adults with special needs. 

My past experiences allow me to write about unique and diverse characters. I’m a mother 
of four and live happily in Newport Landing. 

Selected Awards
 
Jacob’s Landing, Silver Birch Nominee 2016, Best Books for Children, Canadian Children’s 
Book, 2016
Maxed Out, American Library Association best quick read Nominee 2013

Other Books by Daphne Greer

Camped Out; Orca Book Publishers (Fall 2017)
Jacob’s Landing; Nimbus Publishing (2015)
Maxed Out; Orca Book Publishers (2012)
Christmas Dinner at Wallace Point; Nimbus Publishing (2008)



HACKMATACK
2017

Lost in the Backyard
by Alison Hughes

Survival stories often feature hyper-resourceful kids who 
make and store pemmican, build log cabins and train wild 
falcons to hunt for them.  This is not that kind of story.  Flynn 
has no interest in the great outdoors, hates wet socks and 
loathes his Outdoor Education class.  He’s a sarcastic, 
cool kid, glued to his phone when he’s not thinking about 
basketball.  But when a walk in the woods leads him to being 
completely lost in the wilderness, can half a stick of gum, 
some moss and a handful of snow sustain him until he’s 
rescued?  Join Flynn as he thrashes, fl ails and bleeds his 
way through long days (and worse – nights) in the forest.

I got the idea for this book by watching a grade 9 Environmental 
Education class. One group of them (including my son) were 
particularly ill-suited for the outdoors.  They stood in a barren 
fi eld, shivering in skimpy little hoodies and furtively checking 
their phones rather than learning anything about survival.  
I thought:  “Those guys wouldn’t last a day lost in the woods.”  There was the idea for the 
book.  And turns out, I was wrong.

Thematic Links:

Survival Humour in adversity
Resourcefulness Nature/wildlife
Resilience

Activity Ideas:

• Backpack Survival: Find three things in your backpack (not food or water!), and describe how 
you could use each item to help you if you were isolated in a survival situation.
• Survival Scenarios: Write a short survival story using one of the following settings:  a blizzard 
or avalanche, a desert, a jungle, the ocean.
• The Wild Life: Research the animals that live in the wild in your area.  How can you enjoy 
nature while giving them space?  What should you do if you encounter them?
• The Will to Live: Survival starts in the mind.  What thoughts and feelings would give you 
strength to go on in a desperate survival situation?  What qualities do you have that would 
help you survive?
• The Rule of 3: Survival research shows that in extreme conditions, a person can survive 
for three minutes without air, three hours without shelter, three days without water, and three 
weeks without food.  In groups, choose and develop one of these scenarios to fi gure out how 
using teamwork and cooperation can help to beat the odds.
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author of Lost in the Backyard

While I’ve always loved books, I took many twists and 
turns on the road to writing them. I spent a lot of time in 
universities studying English literature and then law.  I’ve 
had lots of jobs that took me to different places in Canada, 
and to England and Australia as well.

And then came the really fun stuff: children.  When our 
three kids were little we would stagger home from the 
library with bags full of books. That’s when I started to 
wonder if I could write one. I found out I could, and I did!  I 
write for children of all ages, from picture books to early 
readers to middle grade to YA. I also write for adults. I 
love presenting at schools, libraries and young writer 
conferences, and I volunteer at the Centre for Family 
Literacy.

We have a busy home in Edmonton, and while I enjoy 
travelling, riding my bike and rambling in the river valley, I 
can often be found happily typing at my computer with a cup 
of mint tea, some chocolate and three loudly-snoring dogs.  

Selected Awards
 
Silver Birch Award 2016, nominee (Lost in the Backyard)
Diamond Willow Award 2016, nominee (Lost in the Backyard)
Ontario Library Association “Best Bet” 2016 (Lost in the Backyard)
Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Books, Spring 2016 (Gerbil, Uncurled)
Hackmatack Award 2015, nominee (Poser)
Red Cedar Award 2015, nominee (Poser)
Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Books of 2014 (On a Scale from Idiot to Complete Jerk)
Writers’ Union of Canada Writing for Children Award 2009, winner

Some Other Books by by Alison Hughes

Kings of the Court (Orca Book Publishers, 2017)
What Matters (Orca Book Publishers, 2016)
Spare Dog Parts (Orca Book Publishers, 2016)
Beatrice More Moves In (Orca Book Publishers, 2015)
Gerbil, Uncurled (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2015)
On a Scale from Idiot to Complete Jerk (Orca Book Publishers, 2014)
Poser (Orca Book Publishers, 2013)
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The Memory Chair
by Susan White

There are things Betony Fraser does not like; Saturday 
chores, being stuck in the middle of the back seat on 
car trips, cleaning up after her brothers and her weekly 
visits to her great grandmother’s house. Gram is bossy, 
opinionated, critical and old. Her house smells and the visits 
are too long and boring. The one good thing is the outside 
surroundings of the farm that has been in Betony’s family 
for generations. But on one particular day when the rain 
keeps her inside Betony sits on Gram’s armchair. She falls 
into what she thinks at fi rst is a deep dream but after seeing 
a photograph Betony realizes the chair has offered her a 
chance to actually experience a day in Gram’s memory. 
Betony wants to sit in the chair again and fi nd out more.  
When she does she learns more and more about Gram’s 
past and starts to see Gram in a whole new light. She is 
eager to have Gram teach her many things like cooking and 
how to make a quilt. The past also holds some secrets and 
as Betony uncovers them she must fi nd a way to heal old hurts and mend a tear that has 
separated her grandfather’s twin brother from the family for over fi fty years. 

 Thematic Links:

Rural history of the Atlantic Provinces Farming
Lumbering Racial prejudices

Activity Ideas:

• Make a collage of photographs 
• Visit a nursing home and conduct interviews with some of the residents.  
• Create a quilt using paper or fabric
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 As a child I wanted to be three things when I grew up. I 
wanted to be a mother. I was blessed with four children 
and so far have been also given two grandchildren. I 
wanted to be a teacher. For 29 years I stood before 
my students in elementary grades 1-5. I wanted to 
be a writer. I wrote for years but never seemed to 
fi nd the time to fi nish anything. In 2006 I completed 
my fi rst book and it was published in 2011. In 2009 I 
became a full time writer and am now working on my 
ninth book. I live on a farm on the Kingston Peninsula, 
New Brunswick with my husband Burton.

Selected Awards

First place Winner: Atlantic Writing Competition Y/A category 2010
Winner : Ann Connor Brimer Award 2012 

Some Other Books by Susan White

The Year Mrs. Montague Cried (Acorn Press, 2011)
Ten Thousand Truths (Acorn Press, 2012)
The Sewing Basket (Acorn Press, 2013)
Waiting For Still Water (Acorn Press, 2016)
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The Missing Zucchini
by L.M. Falcone

When 10-year-old Max Monroe discovers an old detective 
agency in his grandfather’s backyard he uncovers a spooky 
secret – a ghost lives there! The ghost is Max’s Uncle Larry. 
When Uncle Larry was alive he was a detective – a goofy, 
bumbling one. He never solved one measly case in his entire 
career! Max loves mysteries, so when new cases start coming 
their way, he and his uncle team up and re-open the Monroe 
Detective Agency.

In The Ghost and Max Monroe – Case #2 The Missing 
Zucchini, Max and his Uncle Larry are called in to help ‘The 
Zomboni Sisters’. Their humongous 200 pound zucchini has 
vanished from under their noses on the day before the Harvest 
Fair’s ‘Biggest Vegetable Competition’.  Grab your magnifying 
glass, follow the suspects and clues, and see if you can solve 
the mystery along with Max and his zany Uncle! 

I love mysteries, and I know young readers do too. From 
Encyclopedia Brown to Sherlock Holmes to Scooby Doo – everybody loves to solve mysteries. 
Nothing is more satisfying than the feeling you get when pieces fi nally start to fi t and a picture 
begins to form. Being a children’s author, I decided to create a detective series with a kid 
detective who solves mysteries the old-fashioned way – using observation and memory skills, 
and deductive reasoning. 

Thematic Links:

Mysteries Family
Humour Ghosts

Activity Ideas:

• Detective Kits: Students create their own detective kits (magnifying glass, notebook, pen, 
measuring tape, binoculars etc.)
• Fingerprints: Create your own (and your friend’s) fi ngerprints! Rub a black washable marker 
on your index fi nger, put a piece of clear tape over it and peel, then stick the tape onto a piece 
of white paper. Grab your magnifying glass to see the following fi ngerprint types: an arch, a 
whorl, or a loop.
•  Create your own mystery: Write a short story about a crime that has been committed 
(example: stolen money, a missing ring, broken science projects) and include suspects/
clues/and a detective.befuddled. Work in small groups.
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author of The Missing Zucchini

I loved mysteries so much I became a Private 
Investigator. When that career ended, I applied 
for a job as a fi sh plucker (not to be confused with 
chicken plucker). What I really wanted to be was 
a writer, so I moved to Los Angeles and wrote for 
television shows such as The Littlest Hobo, The 
New Monkees, and Nickelodeon’s Are You Afraid 
of the Dark? When I returned to Canada I became 
an author with four award-winning, scare-your-
pants-off middle-grade chillers. Coming full circle, 
I’ve gone back to my detective roots with a new, 
comedic kid-detective chapter book series, The 
Ghost and Max Monroe. Grab your magnifying 
glass and jump in!

Selected Awards
 
The Ghost and Max Monroe – Case #1 The Magic Box (nominated for the 2016 Hackmatack 
Children’s Choice Book Award)
The Midnight Curse (winner of the 2012 Diamond Willow Award, nominated for the 2011 Red 
Cedar Award) 
The Devil, The Banshee and Me (winner of the 2009 Red Cedar Award, nominated for the 
2007 Arthur Ellis Award, Honour Book in the 2008 MYCRA Young Reader’s Choice Awards.)
Walking With The Dead (winner of the 2007 Silver Birch Award, the Diamond Willow Award, 
and Honour Book in the MYCRA Reader’s Choice Award) 
The Mysterious Mummer (nominated for the 2006 Red Cedar Award)

Other Books by L.M. Falcone

The Ghost and Max Monroe – Case #1 The Magic Box (Kids Can Press, 2014)
The Ghost and Max Monroe – Case #3 The Dirty Trick (Kids Can Press, 2015)
The Midnight Curse (Kids Can Press, 2010)
The Devil, The Banshee and Me (Kids Can Press, 2006)
Walking with the Dead (Kids Can Press, 2005)
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Myles and the Monster Outside
by Philippa Dowding

Myles is the middle child, with a touch of anxiety and a vivid 
imagination. He’s also moving to a new home, a new school, 
a new life. When he and his family take a car ferry on the 
fi nal night of their 4-day drive to their new home, Myles sees 
a monster loom out of the fog and mist! He tells himself 
the monster isn’t real, but as the family drives through 
the stormy night (and they meet a strange, perhaps even 
ghostly, old man and his dog, among others), the monster 
appears again and again.   Myles is the only one who can 
see and hear the monster. But more than that, he’s also the 
only one who can make it go away.

I wrote this story because I have driven across Canada—
twice—and seen some amazing things from inside my car, 
like a pack of coyotes or hitchhikers that no one else could 
see. Myles and the Monster Outside is about facing scary 
things like monsters, or moving to a new home. It’s also 
about courage and the power of your imagination: if you 
can imagine scary things, you can also imagine things that 
make you brave. Myles does both. 

Thematic Links:

New home/moving Facing your fears
Anxiety Ghosts 

Activity Ideas:

• Know your Monster. Draw the scariest monster you can imagine, and write your monster 
a biography. Who is your monster, does it have a name, where does it come from and why?
What Scares You? Write a list of the things that scare you, write another list about the 
things that make you brave. Draw a picture of you being scared, and another of you being 
brave. Are you the same in both? How are you different?
• Story Starter. Start a short story with “The Scariest Thing that Ever Happened to Me…” 
Write a brief description of the scariest thing that ever happened to you, and how you 
coped, or didn’t.
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Philippa Dowding
author of Myles and the Monster Outside

When I was nine, I read a book that changed 
everything. I put the book in my lap and thought, 
“I want to be a writer.” That book was Charlotte’s 
Web (I bet you’ve read it, too). I started writing that 
day, and never stopped. As an adult, I’ve been a 
copywriter (which means I write advertising for 
magazines and fundraisers), a poet, and children’s 
author.  I write almost every day in my home in 
downtown Toronto, where I can see the CN Tower 
from my desk. The best thing I get to hear from 
readers is that they can’t put a book down, or they 
want to be writers, too. I tell them: “When I was nine, 
I read a book that changed everything...”

Selected Awards
 
The Strange Gift of Gwendolyn Golden (nominated for 
the OLA Red Maple Award 2015)
The Gargoyle at the Gates (nominated for the OLA Silver Birch Express Award 2014, The 
Diamond Willow Award 2014, The Red Cedar Award 2014, The Hackmatack Award 2014, 
The Co-operative Children’s Book Centre Award 2014, The International Youth Library 
White Raven Book 2013)
The Gargoyle Overhead (nominated for the Silver Birch Express Award 2012)
The Gargoyle in My Yard (nominated for the Diamond Willow Award 2012)

Other Books by Philippa Dowding

Everton Miles is Stranger than Me: The Night Flyer’s Handbook, Book 2 (Dundurn Press, 
2016)
Carter and the Curious Maze: Weird Stories Gone Wrong, Book 3 (Dundurn Press, 2016)
Myles and the Monster Outside: Weird Stories Gone Wrong, Book 2 (Dundurn Press, 2015)
The Strange Gift of Gwendolyn Golden: The Night Flyer’s Handbook, Book 1 (Dundurn 
Press, 2014)
Jake and the Giant Hand: Weird Stories Gone Wrong, Book 1 (Dundurn Press, 2014)
The Gargoyle at the Gates: Lost Gargoyle Series, Book 3 (Dundurn Press, 2012)
The Gargoyle Overhead: Lost Gargoyle Series, Book 2 (Dundurn Press, 2010)
The Gargoyle in My Yard: Lost Gargoyle Series, Book 1 (Dundurn Press, 2009)
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Seven Dead Pirates
by Linda Bailey

Life, for Lewis Dearborn, is not easy. His parents are old and 
fuss over him constantly. He is “terminally shy,” as he puts 
it, to the point where he can’t even speak at school. And 
he doesn’t have any real friends. Lewis could use a break! 

When his family inherits a ramshackle old mansion, he gets 
it. At the top of the house is an isolated tower — an amazing 
circular room overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. Lewis claims it 
for his own. He moves in, and for a short time, he’s happier 
than he’s ever been. And then he discovers that the tower 
is already occupied — by seven dead pirates! Not only that, 
the ghosts expect him to help them recover their ship, now 
restored in a local museum. Lewis is sure he’s the last boy 
on earth to lead such a mission . . .

This book had a number of “roots.” First, my own shyness 
as a kid. Second, my love of the sea. And third, a peculiar 
and longstanding interest in pirates and ghosts. I had fabulous fun creating seven dead 
pirates and turning them loose on Lewis . . . and I felt enormous satisfaction in seeing how 
he rose to the challenge.

Thematic Links:

Friendship Bullying
Problem-solving Adventure

Activity Ideas:

• Design a pirate fl ag. Research what various pirate fl ags looked like in the past, and 
design one that is all your own.
• “Talk Like a Pirate Day” is offi cially September 19, but you can celebrate it any day you 
like. Research “pirate talk” and write a short script of an argument between two pirates. 
Perform it for an audience.
• Lewis is shy and has trouble making friends. Imagine that he has asked you for advice. 
Write Lewis a letter offering a few suggestions.
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Linda Bailey
author of Seven Dead Pirates

Linda Bailey has written almost 30 books for kids. As a child, 
she was shy and bookish, and now she is less shy but still 
very bookish. She is also easily bored which means that 
she has tried many kinds of writing — mysteries, time travel 
adventures, graphic novels, sports stories, and lots of funny 
picture books such as Stanley’s Party and If Kids Ruled the 
World. Born in Winnipeg, Linda has traveled around the 
world, and so have her books. She has two grown daughters 
and lives in Vancouver, just a short stroll from the sea.

Selected Awards
 
Ontario Blue Spruce Award, Ontario (2016, 2004)
Saskatchewan Shining Willow Award (2016, 2005)
B.C. Chocolate Lily Award (2016, 2012, 2008, 2005)
Oregon Reading Association Gallagher Award (2012)
California Young Reader Medal (2009)
Hackmatack Award (2006, 2003)
Georgia Storybook Award (2005)

Other Books by Linda Bailey

When Santa Was a Baby (Tundra Books, 2015)
Stanley at School (Kids Can Press, 2015)
If Kids Ruled the World (Kids Can Press (2014)
If You Happen to Have a Dinosaur (Tundra Books, 2014)
Toads on Toast (Kids Can Press, 2012)
The Farm Team (Kids Can Press, 2006)
Stanley’s Wild Ride (Kids Can Press, 2006)
Stanley’s Party (Kids Can Press, 2003)
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Tank & Fizz: The Case of the Slime Stampede
by Liam O’Donnell and Mike Deas

When the school’s cleaning slimes escape and destroy 
the schoolyard with their acidic ooze, all claws and tails 
point to Mr. Snag, the school’s caretaker.

Determined to clear Mr. Snag’s name, Tank and Fizz 
dive into the case, only to discover that the goop 
under Rockfall Mountain runs deep. Along the way, the 
detective duo must outwit their eight-legged principal and 
survive an ancient war between high-tech janitors and 
spell-slinging wizards.

Can Tank and Fizz fi nd the real monsters behind the 
slime stampede in time to clear Mr. Snag’s name?

Tank & Fizz mashes together a bunch of my favourite 
things: monsters, mysteries, magic and gadgets! I’ve 
always wanted to write a story where the goblins and trolls were not the baddies, but 
were the heroes. Fizz, Tank and all their monstrous friends are the heroes in this story. 
I’m excited for readers to meet this new detective duo and follow them on this slimy 
mystery and many more to come! 
 
Thematic Links:

Science Technology
Bullying Friendships

Activity Ideas:

• Make a Slime! Recipe here: http://orcabook.com/tankandfi zz/blog/extras/
• Develop a story and create a comic from it
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Liam O’Donnell and Mike Deas
authors of Tank & Fizz: The Case of the Slime Stampede

Liam O’Donnell: I’m an award-winning author and educator. 
I have created over 35 graphic novels and books specifi cally 
for reluctant readers, including: Max Finder Mystery, Graphic 
Guide Adventures, Tank & Fizz, Battle of the Blocks and West 
Meadows Detectives.
When I’m not writing, I am a teacher in Toronto where I’m 
always sharing new books with my students. Like Tank, I love 
technology, gadgets and video games – especially Minecraft! I 
also enjoy camping and growing vegetables in my little container 
garden on my back porch. I love hearing from readers, so visit 
me at: http://liamodonnell.com and say hello. Teachers, visit my 
website to join my Readers Group for a free ebook and monthly 
literacy resources. You can also follow @liamodonnell on Twitter 
for all my geeky updates. 

Mike Deas: Mike Deas is an author/illustrator of graphic novels. 
Most recently Dalen and Gole: Scandal in Port Angus. He is the 
illustrator of the Graphic Guide Adventure series. His love for 
illustrative storytelling comes from an early love of reading and 
drawing while growing up on Saltspring Island, British Columbia.
Capilano College’s Commercial Animation Program in Vancouver 
helped Mike fi ne-tune his drawing skills and imagination. Work 
as a concept artist, texture artist and art lead in the video game 
industry took Mike to England and California. Mike lives with his 
family on sunny Saltspring Island.

Selected Awards
 
Nominee - 2016 Silver Birch Express Award (The Case of the Slime Stampede)
Nominee – 2012 Diamond Willow Children’s Choice Book Award (Power Play)

Some Other Books by Liam O’Donnell and Mike Deas

Tank & Fizz: The Case of the Missing Mage (Orca Book Publishers, March, 2016)
Tank & Fizz: The Case of the Battling Bots (Orca Book Publishers, Feb, 2016)
Power Play - A Graphic Guide Adventure  (Orca Book Publishers, April, 2011)
Food Fight - A Graphic Guide Adventure (Orca Book Publishers, April, 2010) 
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Touch of Gold
by Vivien Gorham

Thirteen-year-old Jamie Francis is facing a lonely 
summer. She’s just moved from Halifax to a small town on 
the Eastern Shore of Nova Scotia, following her parents’ 
divorce, and she hasn’t made any friends. But one day, 
she comes across a neglected horse in a fi eld: a golden 
palomino she names Peach.

When Jamie learns her new friend is being sold to the 
formidable owner of nearby Tamarack Stables, she 
offers to do chores around the barn, and soon becomes 
enchanted with the world of competitive horseback 
riding, especially show jumping. She also meets the 
owner’s teenage sons, feisty Nick and handsome Paul, 
and Naomi, a popular girl from school. But they’ve been 
riding and showing for years, and Jamie isn’t sure she’ll ever fi t in. If only she could 
ride Peach…

I wrote this book for four reasons: 1) writing a novel has always been a dream of 
mine; 2) I’ve loved and ridden horses all my life; 3) after my daughter Amie started 
riding too, the palomino Peach just popped into my head one day; and 4) pretty soon 
Jamie rode up to Peach’s fence on her bike, and then I just had to tell their story.

Thematic Links:

Horsemanship Diversity 
Animal/human bond Divorce

Activity Ideas:

• Write about the sports you’d like to learn, and why
• Write or talk about what happened the fi rst time you entered a competition: in 
sports, music, dance, art, etc.
• Attend a horse show at a local stable or rural exhibition and talk to a competitor
• Visit a local stable and ask to meet the horses and riders
• Save up your money and go on a trail ride or take a riding lesson, to see what 
it’s like to ride a horse. Be sure to wear long pants, and boots or shoes with heels!
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Vivien Gorham
author of Touch of Gold

I’ve been writing stories and riding horses since 
I was eight years old. I still ride a half-blind horse 
called Lukas at Restless Pines Farm, and we 
love to jump together. (That’s him in the picture 
with me.) He can see just fi ne out of one eye! I 
grew up in Minnesota, USA, and I’ve worked in 
the Northwest Territories, Denali National Park 
in Alaska, and on a dude ranch in Montana (my 
best job ever, because I got to ride in the Rocky 
Mountains every day). Now I live in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia with my family, two fl uffy cats, and a collie-husky called Niska.

Touch of Gold is my fi rst novel, and publishing it is a childhood dream come true. Writing 
it was lots of work, but also brought me much joy. I hope my book gives readers as 
much pleasure as horse books gave me when I was young. Right now I’m busy writing 
another children’s book set in Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia. It has history, a mystery, 
and – you guessed it – lots of horses!


