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Be a Beach Detective: Solving the 
Mysteries of Sea, Sand, and Surf
by Peggy Kochanoff

Be a Beach Detective is part whodunit and part fi eld 
guide. I hope to get kids outdoors in nature solving 
questions  like who eats prickly sea urchins, can 
dead jellyfi sh still sting, why does water squirt up 
when you walk the beach.If they fi nd out how much 
fun nature is, maybe they will spend less time on 
the computer and the TV.

Thematic Links:

General science Biology
Nature Marine Life

Activity Ideas:

• Take a beach walk (at any time of the year) and count how many shapes, 
colors and sizes of shells you fi nd.

• Mark the highest point that the water reaches at high tide and the time. Go 
back several times at the same time and see where the water reaches
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Peggy Kochanoff
author of Be a Beach Detective: Solving the Mysteries of Sea, 
Sand, and Surf

I graduated from Cornell University with a major 
in vertebrate zoology and spent a summer at 
the Central Park Zoo (NYC). After living and 
traveling in Europe for a year with my husband, 
we settled in Nova Scotia. I worked on our tree 
farm and landscape business and raised two sons. 
Walking my dogs and cats in the fi elds everyday 
I found many wonderful things ( antlers, skulls, 
nests, animal poop) and saw a variety of birds, 
mammals and fl owers. I decided to combine my 
love of nature and drawing in the form of children’s 
nature books. As a child I spent many happy hours 
exploring woods , fi elds and beaches. I really want 
kids today to experience this fun.

Selected Awards

You Can Be a Nature Detective – 2010 
Moonbeam Children’s  Book Award bronze medalist.
Be a Wilderness Detective – 2015 Silver Birch nominee 

Some Other Books by Peggy Kochanoff

A Field Guide to Nearby Nature (Mountain Press Publishing, 1994)
Beachcombing the Atlantic Coast (Mountain Press Publishing, 1997)
You Can be a Nature Detective (Mountain Press Publishing, 2009)
Be a Wilderness Detective (Nimbus Publishing, 2015)
Be a Beach Detective (Nimbus Publishing, 2015)
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Child Soldier: When Boys and Girls Are 
Used in War
by Jessica Dee Humphreys & Michel 
Chikwanine

Michel Chikwanine was only fi ve years old when he 
was abducted from his school-yard soccer game in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and forced to become 
a soldier in a rebel army. This painful, yet hopeful, and 
beautifully-illustrated graphic novel follows his story 
from Africa to Canada, where Michel now lives and 
goes to school.  Read this book and join Michel in 
raising awareness about the hundreds of thousands 
of children in this desperate situation all over the 
world, and most importantly learn how you can make 
a difference. 

Thematic Links:

Global Awareness                                           Geography
History (Africa)           Autobiography

Activity Ideas:

• Try telling a chapter from your own personal story in graphic novel format.  Do you 
fi nd it more challenging to express emotions in pictures or in words? • Consider little 
Michel (pronounced: Mee-shell) running through the jungle for days.  Then imagine 
yourself in the woods somewhere in Atlantic Canada.  Draw 
out all the supplies you would need to stay safe. • Have a 
debate about the use of child soldiers, using the information 
you learned in this book.  Questions to consider could include: If a child cooks food 
for an armed group should they be considered a child soldier?  What if that child 
throws a hand grenade?  Should these children be protected, or prosecuted, for 
their participation?
• Have the students in your class identify a list of Rights, Needs, and Wants, such 
as food, a cell phone, hanging out with friends, going to school.  Check that list 
against the United Nations Rights of the Child.  You might be surprised at what you 
fi nd (e.g. Did you know that children have a right to play?).



HACKMATACK
2017

Jessica Dee Humphreys & Michel 
Chikwanine
authors of Child Soldier: When Boys and Girls Are Used in War

 
Jessica:  After I graduated from university, I went to work at the 
United Nations, where I learned a lot about issues that affect 
people around the world, but that I had known nothing about 
in Canada.  
Today, I write books about things that matter to young people 
(and adults).  This is my second book about child soldiers, and 
I really hope that you – as one of the leaders of tomorrow - will 
help ensure there is no need for another.
I live with my partner and our little boy in a big city most of the 
time. But sometimes we live on a tiny island near the woods, 
where I reread To Kill a Mockingbird every summer.

Michel: I was born in a small town on the eastern part of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo in a small town called 
Beni. I had very little access to books growing up because 
we did not have any libraries in my town, however my 
dad loved reading, listening to radio shows and watching 
news. Through my father’s passion for learning, I grew to 
appreciate the larger world around me.  
Today, I am still inspired by father’s passion for learning. I 
am a student at the University of Toronto learning about the 
continent of Africa and how I can empower young Africans to 
help develop their communities in a way that respects them 
and the world.  I never thought that I would ever be a writer, 
so this book has sparked a huge interest for writing that 
I had never had before

Selected Awards

2016 Canadian Library Association’s Children’s Book of the Year (shortlisted)

Some Other Books by Jessica Dee Humphreys

They Fight Like Soldiers, They Die Like Children (Random House, 2010)
Waiting for First Light (Random House, 2016)
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Colossal Canada: 100 Epic Facts and Feats 
by Elizabeth MacLeod and Frieda 
Wishinsky

What country has the world’s tallest teepee? Canada! 
What country is home to Ogopogo? Canada! And what 
country has the longest coastline? Canada! 

Our book includes unforgettable moments in Canada’s 
history, exceptional Canadian inventions, our country’s 
monsters and myths, and Canada’s biggest, best, highest 
and most extreme accomplishments. With chapters 
such as “High-Flying Canada,” “Things that Make You 
Sing ‘O Canada’” and “Who Put the ‘Can’ in Canada?,” 
COLOSSAL CANADA is full of fantastic facts that will 
surprise you and make you proud of our wonderful nation.

We wanted kids to understand what an amazing, unique 
country Canada is and appreciate its extreme weather, 
fabulous festivals, strange creatures and innovative 
inventions. It was also important to us to make kids aware 
of how Canadians have used their skills, ideas, creativity 
and determination to make this a great nation.

We wrote this book because we love Canada and we want kids to know what an incredible 
country it is. We also love working as a team so we’re always looking for new books to write 
together. 

Thematic Links:

Famous Canadians 
Technology

History
Geography

Activity Ideas:

• If you could meet any of the famous Canadians mentioned in Colossal 
Canada in real life, who would it be and why?

• Have you ever seen the Northern Lights? Describe them or draw a picture 
of them. 

•  In which province in Canada do you live and what do you think is special 
or unique about your province?
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Elizabeth MacLeod and Frieda Wishinsky
authors of Colossal Canada: 100 Epic Facts and Feats 
 
Elizabeth MacLeod: When I was a kid, my mom read 
many books to me. My dad made up stories and I loved 
the idea of making up my own stories. When I learned 
how to write, in Grade One, I started to write stories and 
poems. I just never stopped. 
Now I have had 30 books published. I still love to use my 
imagination. But I also love to research interesting topics 
and write nonfi ction books. When I visit schools I enjoy 
meeting kids who love reading all the same books I do 
- kids’ novels are usually much better than adult books!

Some Other Books by Elizabeth MacLeod 

Schooldays Around the World, (Kids Can Press, 2015)
Families Around the World, (Kids Can Press, 2014)
Amazing Animals, (Tundra, 2011)
My School in the Rainforest, (Boyds Mills Press, 2009)
In My Backyard, (Tundra, 2007)

Frieda Wishinsky: I am a former teacher who now 
writes articles and books. My work has been published 
internationally. My interests centre on fi ne arts as well as lifestyle issues. I have 
appeared on national radio and television. A Brush Full of Colour is my fi rst children’s 
book.
 
Some Other Books by Frieda Wishinsky

Unclutter Your Life, (Atria, 2004)
Pause, (Insomniac Press, 2006)
Ted Harrison: Painting Paradise, (Queens Printer, 2009)
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Elephant Journey
by Rob Laidlaw

In 2013, people across North America were riveted 
by the story of Toka, Thika, and Iringa, the last three 
surviving elephants at the zoo in Toronto, Ontario. 
Lonely for a larger herd, sick from the cold climate, 
and weak from standing for long days in a too-small 
enclosure, the elephants desperately needed a 
change. Elephant advocates agreed that they 
should be moved to a healthier home, but the best 
option—the Performing Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) sanctuary in distant California—seemed 
like an impossible dream. In Elephant Journey, Rob 
Laidlaw unfolds the journey of how that impossible 
dream was realized. He describes the elephants’ 
experiences on the journey of three days and 4,100 kilometers that brought them to the 
sanctuary at last and the hard fought effort that made it all possible. 

Thematic Links:

Animal welfare & animal rights Wildlife conservation 
Animal sanctuaries Social justice

Activity Ideas:

• Make a list of all of the unique adaptations of elephants that help them survive in the wild. 
• Search the internet to fi nd out about elephant sanctuaries in the US and Thailand.  Figure 
out how they are different from zoos and then design your own sanctuary for a family of 
elephants.
• Retrace the route of the Toronto elephants on their way to California. Try to fi gure out 
how long the trip would have taken if the elephants had walked. 
• Try to fi gure out how elephants positively impact the environments they live in and then 
fi gure out what would happen if the elephants weren’t there. 
• Start an essay writing contest. Ask kids to write what life might be like for a wild elephant, 
an elephant in a zoo and an elephant in a circus.  
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Rob Laidlaw
author of Elephant Journey

When I was young I read every book I could fi nd 
on animals and the environment and watched 
every television show about nature. That early 
interest never went away and resulted in me 
starting my own animal protection organizations. 
Today I work at Zoocheck, which has 
programs and projects throughout Canada and in 
other parts of the world. I’ve also worked with 
many other people, some of them kids, and 
organizations in countries like India, China and 
Mexico. Helping animals is very challenging, but it 
is always interesting. I’ve helped rescue all kinds of animals, from turtles to monkeys to 
elephants (including the Toronto elephants), and conducted campaigns to improve laws 
to protect them. I really hope that the work I do, and the books I write about animals, 
encourage kids (and adults too) to learn more about animal issues and to get active in 
helping animals everywhere. In my spare time, I like to travel to far away places, do solo 
bicycle rides that are hundreds or thousands of kilometers long and go deep underground 
exploring caves.

www.roblaidlawbooks.com

Selected Awards

OLA Silver Birch Non-Fiction Award Honour Book (2014)
Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award Winner (2014)
OLA Silver Birch Non-Fiction Award Winner (2013)
Skipping Stones Honor Award (2011)

Some Other Books by Rob Laidlaw

5 Elephants (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2014)
Saving Lives and Changing Hearts, Animal Sanctuaries and Rescue Centers (Fitzhenry & 
Whiteside, 2013)
No Shelter Here, Making the World a Kinder Place for Dogs (Pajama Press, 2012)
On Parade, The Hidden World of Animals in Entertainment (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2010)
Wild Animals In Captivity (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008)
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Haunted Canada 5: Terrifying True Stories
by Joel A. Sutherland

The organ at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in Quebec 
City plays by itself, and Queen Elizabeth II reportedly 
saw a mysterious fi gure on the balcony during her visit 
in 1964...

Late at night, after Vancouver’s Old Spaghetti Factory 
restaurant has closed, a shadowy man in uniform is 
seen boarding the decommissioned trolley car that sits 
in the middle of the dining room...

With more than 25 terrifying new tales of ghostly 
encounters and mysterious phenomena, Haunted 
Canada 5 is guaranteed to keep kids across the country 
awake and screaming!

I love spooky stories, especially when told around a 
campfi re with fl ashlights held under chins. And when 
those spooky stories are true? That’s even better! 
Regardless whether you believe in ghosts or not, I 
guarantee you’ll fi nd something to love in this book, 
including fascinating facts about our country’s history, 
geography and famous people. Just make sure to read it with the lights on…

Thematic Links:

Ghosts History & Politics
Geography Famous Canadians

Activity Ideas:
• Read “Isle of Demons,” set on Quirpon Island, Newfoundland and Labrador, aloud as a 
group. Discuss whether or not people believe Marguerite could have survived her ordeal. 
Examine the sixteenth-century map on page 13 and point out interesting illustrations hid-
den in it.
• There are many stories in the book set in the Atlantic Provinces. Why do you think this 
part of the country is well-known for its ghost stories? Research the history of eastern 
Canada’s early inhabitants and their beliefs in the supernatural.
• Each chapter is packed with fun facts and interesting tidbits about Canada, from history 
to geography to famous people. Make a list of some of the coolest things you learned while 
reading Haunted Canada 5.
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Joel A. Sutherland
author of Haunted Canada 5: Terrifying True Stories

Joel is the Children’s & Youth Services Librarian at the 
Georgina Public Library and holds a Masters in Library and 
Information Studies from Aberystwyth University in Wales. 
His greatest professional satisfaction is getting the right 
kid’s books into the right kid’s hands. It could be that Joel’s 
appearance as “The Barbarian Librarian” on the Canadian 
edition of the hit television show Wipeout helped in this 
mission. But by making it all the way to the third round, he 
at least proved that “librarians can be just as tough and 
crazy as anyone else.”

Joel’s fi rst book for Scholastic was Be a Writing Superstar, 
which features writing tips and interviews with many of 
Canada’s most well-known authors and illustrators. Joel fed 
his preoccupation with all things spooky in Haunted Canada 
4 and Haunted Canada 5, the latest volumes of the popular 
Scholastic series. As research for the book, Joel voluntarily 
checked in to the Olde Angel Inn in Niagara-on-the-Lake in 
the hopes of determining if the rumours of ghost appearances had any basis in truth. Watch a 
video of his ordeal on YouTube to see how he fared!

His short fi ction has appeared in numerous anthologies and magazines, including Blood Lite II & 
III and Cemetery Dance magazine, alongside the likes of Stephen King and Neil Gaiman. He is 
also the founder of the DarkLit Fest, a literary event that has welcomed Guests of Honour Kelley 
Armstrong and Joy Fielding, and has been a juror for the Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s John 
Spray Mystery Award and the Monica Hughes Award for Science Fiction and Fantasy.

www.joelasutherland.com
 
Selected Awards

2016 Hackmatack Award winner
Silver Birch Award winner
Bram Stoker Award nominee
Black Quill Award nominee
Some Other Books by Joel A. Sutherland

Frozen Blood (Lachesis Publishing, 2008)
Be a Writing Superstar (Scholastic Canada, 2010)
Haunted Canada 4 (Scholastic Canada, 2014)
Haunted Canada 6 (Scholastic Canada, 2016)
Summer’s End (Scholastic Canada, 2017)
Haunted Canada 7 (Scholastic Canada, 2017)
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Lasso the Wind: Aurelia’s Verses and Other
Poems
by George Elliott Clarke (Illustrated by 
Susan Tooke)  

Lasso the Wind: Aurélia’s Verses and Other 
Poems is my effort to join together nonsense 
rhymes (as in Mother Goose) and “wisdom” 
sayings (as in William Blake’s Songs of Innocence 
and Experience). But I also just wanted to have 
fun with rhymes! The book began in whimsy, on 
the island of Rhodes, in March 2007, with the 
winds blowing into my brain unusual rhymes. 
Once Halifax artist Susan Tooke heard them or 
read them, she had no problem fi nding images 
to go along with them. There really is something 
for everyone in the book, for some of the poems 
are deliberately funny, while others are about 
dreams, and others—only a few (!)—are as 
serious as news stories.

Thematic Links:

Poetry Geography
Humour
Nature

History
 

Activity Ideas:

• Read the book aloud
• Set the rhymes to music
• Write and illustrate your own poem
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George Elliott Clarke  
author of Lasso the Wind: Aurelia’s Verses and Other Poems

I became a poet because I wanted to be a 
better songwriter! I started writing poetry 
at age 16 so that I could improve upon the 
songs of my 15-year-old self. I became a 
poet in the age of Hi-Fi, vinyl, stereo LPs, 
and Top 40-radio. I hope my best poems 
still hold a sense of the pop music that I 
enjoyed as a youth.

Selected Awards

2006 - Appointed by Her Honour, The Hon. Mayann Francis, Lieutenant-Governor
of Nova Scotia, to the Order of Nova Scotia;
2006 - Honorary Doctor of Letters degree—University of Waterloo;
2008 - Honorary Fellow of the Haliburton Society—University of King’s College;
2008 - Honorary Doctor of Letters degree—Saint Mary’s University;
2008 - Appointed by Her Excellency, The Rt. Hon. Michaelle Jean, Governor-General
of Canada, to the Order of Canada at the rank of Offi cer;
2008 - William P. Hubbard Award for Race Relations, City of Toronto;
2009 - Eric Hoffer Book Award for Poetry, Hopewell Publications, awarded to Blues and 
Bliss: The Poetry of George Elliott Clarke, ed. Jon Paul Fiorentino;
2009 - Honorary Doctor of Laws degree—Royal Military College of Canada;
2010 - Honorary Doctor of Laws degree—University of Windsor;
2012 - Honorary Doctor of Letters degree—Acadia University;
2012 - The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal;
2012 - Excellence in the Arts Award—Canadian Civil Liberties Association.
2012 - Appointed by the City Council to the post of Poet Laureate of Toronto.  
Honorarium: $10,000 per annum for the three-year term.
2014 - Appointed Full Professor, Department of English, University of Toronto.
2016-17 - Appointed by The Parliament of Canada to the post of Parliamentary 
[National] Poet Laureate.

Some Other Books by George Elliott Clarke 

George & Rue: A Novel  (HarperCollins Canada, 2004; Secker & Warburg, 2005, Carroll 
& Graf, 2006; Vintage, 2006; Random House (E-book), 2012)

The Motorcyclist (HarperCollins Canada, 2016)
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Nathan MacKinnon: The NHL’s Rising Star
by Paul Hollingsworth 

Starting with MacKinnon’s jaw-dropping minor 
hockey career and continuing through his NHL 
career and his play as part of Team Canada at 
world championships, the book includes 40 
colour photos, as well as interviews and analysis 
from well-known hockey commentators.

Thematic Links:

Sports Athletes
Hockey Role models

Activity Ideas:

• Attend a hockey game or other sporting event and report on it as if you are 
writing a sports column in a newspaper

• Interview someone in your class and write a brief biography of their life
• Draw a picture of someone taking part in a sport
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Paul Hollingsworth 
author of Nathan MacKinnon: The NHL’s Rising Star

Paul Hollingsworth is a correspondent for 
TSN. As a result of his passionate and 
knowledgeable sports coverage,
Paul won a Gemini Award in 2003 for 
sports reporting. Paul is the author of 
Sidney Crosby: The Story of a Champion
and Brad Richards: A Hockey Story, and 
co-author of All Sorts of Sports Trivia. He 
lives in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

Selected Award Nominations

Gemini Award for Sports Writing, 2003

Some Other Books by Paul Hollingsworth 

Sidney Crosby: The Story of a Champion (Nimbus Publishing, 2008)
Brad Richards: A Hockey Story (Down East Books, 2008)
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Oak Island and the Search for Buried 
Treasure
by Joann Hamilton-Barry

Could pirate treasure be buried on Oak Island? Does the 
island hold gold and jewels looted from cities in Central 
and South America fi ve hundred years ago? Could it be the 
Holy Grail or the treasure of the Knights Templar? Some 
say that the Money Pit holds priceless historical documents 
that will amaze the world, or that it may be where the British 
army hid chests full of gold. Is there really a curse that will 
prevent anyone from fi nding the treasure? For more than 
200 years people have been hunting for treasure on this 
little island that is located about an hour drive from Halifax.   

The book explores the theories and conspiracies of who 
buried treasure on Oak Island, what they might have 
been hiding and why. You will also read about the curious 
adventurers who have sought it out, often to meet a tragic 
end.

I have always loved islands, my mom is from Prince Edward Island and my dad is from 
Newfoundland. I have been fascinated Oak Island since reading Joan Clark’s book The Hand 
of Robin Squires more than 30 years ago. 

Thematic Links:

Treasure Hunting History
Pirates Nova Scotia

Activity Ideas:

• Try hunting for treasure in your area. Start by going to the library to research stories about 
treasure that has already been found, then read about places where people think some 
may be waiting to be discovered. Or, start your research on the internet by entering the 
word “treasure” and the name of your community. Chances are, you will fi nd stories of 
treasure just waiting to be found.      

• Check out and print the puzzle sheets from my Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/Joann-Hamilton-Barry-797530577010873

•  Draw a picture of the Money Pit and who you think dug it. Or, show the scene in 1795 
when the Money Pit was discovered. Be sure to include the oak tree and tackle block.
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Joann Hamilton-Barry
author of Oak Island and the Search for Buried 
Treasure

Growing up, my family moved every two to three years 
because my dad was a Mountie. I was born in Calgary 
and lived in the Northwest Territories when I was a baby. 
I have lived in the following places in New Brunswick: 
Grand Falls, McAdam, Nashwaaksis, Florenceville and 
Fredericton. When we arrived in a new place, one of the 
fi rst things that we did was to fi nd the public library. As an 
adult, I have lived in Winnipeg and Thompson in Manitoba, 
Regina and Moose Jaw in Saskatchewan, London, Ontario, 
Charlottetown, PEI and Corner Brook, Newfoundland. My 
favourite place is where I have lived for the last 30 years, 
Saint John, New Brunswick.

I love books and wanted to have a job where I could get paid to read. I started out as a 
grade one teacher, but that wasn’t for me. I went back to university to become a children’s 
librarian and got to spend my days planning programs that would get kids excited about 
books and reading. I love working in a library because I am surrounded by books, but 
I never have time to read for fun at work. I wrote my fi rst book when my children were 
young. For the next 10+ years, I was busy working, and helping my husband look after 
our children, our dog and our house. I started my second book the day after our youngest 
child fi nished high school. In my spare time I like to take my dog to the beach where my 
husband Nick helps me to look for treasure. 

Selected Award Nominations

Boldly Canadian: the story of the RCMP was an Our Choice selection by the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre in 1999-2000 and was included in The Great Canadian Book of Lists 
by Mark Kearney and Randy Ray (Dundurn Press, 1999) as one of “Six Great Canadian 
Non-Fiction Books For Young Canadians”  

Some Other Books by Joann Hamilton-Barry

Boldly Canadian: the story of the RCMP (Kids Can Press, 1999) 
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The Red Bicycle: The Extraordinary Story 
of One Ordinary Bicycle
by Jude Isabella

The Red Bicycle is about how one simple 
act of giving changes people’s lives. A boy 
named Leo saves his money to buy a bicycle. 
He loves it. He names it Big Red and rides 
it everywhere. When he outgrows it after a 
few years, he decides to give it away to an 
organization that sends used bicycles—in 
good condition—to Africa. Big Red lands 
in Burkina Faso, in the hands a girl named 
Alisetta. With Big Red, Alisetta’s family 
prospers. A bicycle gives them a quicker way 
to get to their sorghum fi elds and to the market. 
Alisetta’s family can afford a new bicycle and 
they pass on Big Red. A young woman named 
Haridata uses Big Red to deliver medicine and 
bring sick people to hospital. 
One decision, by one boy, had a far reaching 
impact: this simple generous act of donating 
his bicycle had a huge ripple effect.

Thematic Links:

Repurposing Social activism
Recycling Good citizenship

Activity Ideas:

• Personally, I would love to see more families involved with bicycle advocacy. Many towns 
support Bike to Work weeks, which schools and classrooms can participate in—can a 
school launch its own Bike to School Week? Affordable transportation is a social justice 
issue; can a classroom use art to imagine a town with bicycle friendly infrastructure and 
present their vision to a town council? How about if a class collected unused bicycles to 
send to donate to one of the organizations listed in the book?
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Jude Isabella
author of The Red Bicycle: The Extraordinary Story of One 
Ordinary Bicycle

I ride a green bicycle I call The Salsa 
Verde everywhere in my town, Victoria, 
BC. Every year for my birthday, I invite 
friends to go cycle camping for a weekend: 
my goal is to introduce people to the fun of 
long distance cycling. It’s easy and super 
fun when you’re with friends. When not 
cycling, my day job is as editor in chief 
of Hakai Magazine, an online magazine 
that features non-fi ction stories about the 
world’s coasts. I also like to garden and 
paddleboard. Each summer, I try to spend 
most nights sleeping in a tent in my back yard.

Selected Awards

2016 - Outstanding International Book, USBBY, Winner
2016 - Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize, BC Book 
Prizes, Short-listed
2015 - Best Bets Junior Non-Fiction, Ontario Library Association, Winner
2015 - Best Books for Kids & Teens, Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 
Winner

Other Books by Jude Isabella

Chit Chat, Celebrating the World’s Languages (Kids Can Press, 2013)
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Trash Talk: Moving Toward a Zero-Waste 
World
by Michelle Mulder

Did you know that humans have always generated 
garbage, whether it’s a chewed-on leg bone, an old 
washing machine or a broken cell phone? Trash Talk 
digs deep into the history of garbage, from Minoan trash 
pits to the Great Pacifi c Garbage Patch, and uncovers 
some of the many innovative ways people all over the 
world are dealing with waste.
When I was in university, I lived in a building with 
hundreds of other students. In April, most of us moved 
away fro the summer, and whatever didn’t fit into 
suitcases got tossed. On my fi rst Dumpster dive, I found 
seven novels, a set of speakers, a frying pan and an 
unopened box of Earl Grey tea—all perfectly good. 
I’ve been thinking about trash ever since. What makes 
something garbage? I used to think trash was something 
no one could use anymore. Boy was I wrong. It turns out that wisth some creative thinking, 
garbage doesn’t have to exist at all! People around the world are working toward a waste-
free world, and their hard work inspired me to write this book. 

Thematic Links:

Industrial Revolution Social Justice
Climate change Refuse disposal

Activity Ideas:

• Pull something out of the recycling bin. What could it become if you were determined 
to reuse instead of recycling? Make a list of possibilities and perhaps put some ideas 
into practice.

• Start a worm composter in your classroom. What do the worms eat fastest? Can you 
see the food in their stomachs, if you turn the creatures upside down? What does the 
dirt smell like? (Well-maintained compost smells like the fresh, clean air of a forest.)

• Anthropologists often learn about societies by examining their trash. Explore your 
garbage can. What might a future anthropologist imagine about our society? Write an 
anthropologist’s journal entry about it. 
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Michelle Mulder
author of Trash Talk: Moving Toward a Zero-Waste World

I grew up buying everything I needed from a store, 
but in the past few years, I’ve had a lot of fun trying 
to buy less. In the beginning, we wanted to save 
money. So we grew many of our own vegetables, 
found clothes at clothing swaps, and visited our local 
library. Then one day I read that one third of all food 
produced on the planet gets thrown away instead of 
eaten. I started poking around in our garbage can 
to see what my family throws away, and for the past 
year, my husband, my daughter and I have tried to 
live as zero-waste as possible. We haven’t quite 
made it, but we’re having fun trying. I’ve learned 
how to fi x holey jeans and toasters, and we now 
have a worm composter in our hall closet to turn 
our vegetable scraps into rich gardening soil. My 
friends and family here in Victoria, BC, are used to 
seeing me get off my bicycle to check out a free pile 
or rummage in recycling bins for pickle jars.

Selected Awards

Received:
Children’s Literature Roundtables of Canada Information Book Award (Pedal It! 2014)
Shortlisted:
Book of the Year for Children Award (Trash Talk, 2016)
Silver Birch Non-fi ction Award (Trash Talk, 2015, and Every Last Drop, 2014)
Green Earth Book Award (Every Last Drop, 2015)
Red Cedar Award (Trash Talk, 2015)
Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award (Pedal It! 2015)
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