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Book Uncle and Me
by Uma Krishnaswami

Nine-year-old Yasmin intends to read a book a day 
for the rest of her life. A retired teacher (everyone 
calls him Book Uncle) who runs a free lending 
library on the street corner, always has the per-
fect book for her. But when Book Uncle seems to 
be in trouble, Yasmin has to take her nose out of 
her book and do something. What can a kid do 
in a grownup world gone wrong? But wait. Yas-
min has an idea. And she has friends and family. 

I was a child once with my nose constantly buried 
in a book. I was visiting India once when I saw a 
girl sitting on the sidewalk reading a book. She was 
completely lost in it the way I used to be when I was 
young. A few blocks away I saw a man setting out a 
plank of wood with books on it--a lending library on 
a street corner. I’d found the ingredients for my story. 

Thematic Links:

Literacy    Persuasive writing

Activism   Elections

    
  
Activity Ideas:

• Find something you care about. Write a letter to someone in public offi ce about it. 
• Find out if there are any free lending libraries in your community. If there are, mark them 
on a map.
• Plan a class trip to a free lending library.
• Design and build your ow free library for your school or home.
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Uma Krishnaswami
author of After Dark

Uma Krishnaswami was an avid reader as a 
child. She has lived in India and the United 
States and has written twenty-fi ve books for 
young readers. She lives now in Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Selected Awards

Scientifi c American Young Readers Book Award
Paterson Prize
Amelia Bloomer nominee

Some Other Books by Uma Krishnaswami

Bright Sky, Starry City (Groundwood Books, 2015)
The Girl of the Wish Garden (Groundwood Books, 2013)
The Problem with Being Slightly Heroic (Atheneum, 2013)
The Grand Plan to Fix Everything (Atheneum, 2011)
Out of the Way! Out of the Way! (Groundwood Books, 2011)



HACKMATACK
2018

Chasing the Phantom Ship
by Deborah Toogood

Matt Simmons has two weeks left of summer vacation 
before he starts grade six. He wants to enjoy that time 
with his best friends, Danny and Emma, but his younger 
cousin Adam is visiting and insists on tagging along. 
Matt can’t see how anything cool will happen with Adam 
hanging around—until one night, when the two of them 
get stranded on a sandbar. Out of nowhere, a huge, 
glowing fi re appears. Could it be the fabled phantom 
ship? The boys can’t wait to tell Danny and Emma about 
their ghostly encounter, and the four friends are soon 
determined to unravel the mystery. They set out on a 
midnight boat trip to fi nd the fi ery ship. But how dangerous 
is the phantom ship, and who else might be lurking in the 
waters of the Northumberland Strait?

When I was young, I loved to read mysteries. I also 
spent many hours with my brothers playing with a leaky 
rowboat. On a clear day we could see Prince Edward 
Island and it made me wonder what if . . . and who doesn’t love a good ghost story.

Thematic Links:
     
Friendship      Teamwork

Water Safety                Ghost Stories

     
Activity Ideas:

• Research shipwrecks in Atlantic Canada
• Design a cover page
• Research tides
• Draw a map of Northumberland Strait
• Re-write the ending
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Deborah Toogood
author of Chasing the Phantom Ship

Deborah Toogood taught school in Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia and now calls Nova Scotia home. When  
her nose isn’t in a book she like to be active. She 
loves taking hiking trips and she is most proud of 
trekking in the Himalaya’s and reaching an altitude 
of 17,500 feet. She also likes togolf, but  says her 
game needs a lot of work. Also, she’s a fi rst time 
grandmother and enjoying it immensely. This is 
her fi rst book but she plan to “knuckle down” and 
write a sequel.
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Cure for Wereduck
by Dave Atkinson

Kate is an odd duck—literally. When the full moon 
arrives, the rest of her family turns into wolves, but 
she is a happy wereduck. Relatively happy, that is. 
Her family has been uprooted from the wilds of New 
Brunswick to a placid farming community in Ontario, 
thanks to a fellow werewolf, Marcus, selling them out 
to sleazy tabloid journalist Dirk Bragg. When Kate 
discovers her great-great-grandmother’s recipe “A 
Cure for Werewolf,” she can’t help but wonder—is it 
really possible? Could she one day resist the call of the 
moon? Could she be free from the constant threat of 
exposure? When Marcus’s abandoned werewolf son, 
John, books a desperate train journey back to New 
Brunswick at the full moon, the ancient recipe and its 
arcane ingredients are put to the test. Will Dirk Bragg 
fi nally corner Kate and John in their were-forms and 
expose them to the world, or will Cure for Werewolf keep them safe?

I wanted to do a fun and funny follow-up to Wereduck. The whole story for Cure for 
Wereduck rushed into my head as I was riding the train across the country. I could 
just imagine a wild chase down the centre of the train with a duck, a wolf, and a crazy 
reporter!

Thematic Links:

Friendship Identity
Loyalty

Activity Ideas:
• Write a newspaper story for the Really Real News about werewolves in the voice 
of Dirk Bragg
• If you could be a were-creature, what kind would you be? Draw it!
• Design a board game based on Cure for Wereduck!
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Dave Atkinson
author of Cure for Wereduck

Dave Atkinson live on Prince Edward Island with his wife 
and three kids. He’s a journalist, and has worked all over 
Canada with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 
These days, he likes to write, hike, play Pokemon cards, 
and dream of raising pigeons.

Selected Awards
 
Hackmatack 2016, nominated for Wereduck
2012 Atlantic Journalism Award
2008 Radio and Television News Directors Association 
Award for commentary

Other Books by Dave Atkinson

Wereduck (Nimbus, 2014)
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Everyday Hero
by Kathleen Cherry

Alice doesn’t like noise, smells or strangers. She does 
like rules. Lots of rules. Nobody at her new school knows 
she has Asperger’s, so it doesn’t take long for her odd 
behavior to get her into trouble. When she meets Megan in 
detention, she doesn’t know what to make of her. Megan 
doesn’t smell, she’s not terribly noisy, and she’s not exactly 
a stranger, but is she a friend? Megan seems fearless to 
Alice, but also angry or maybe sad. Alice isn’t sure which. 
When Megan decides to run away, Alice resolves to help 
her friend, no matter how many rules she has to break or 
how bad it makes her feel.

Thematic Links:

Friendship Special Needs/Autism
Courage Resilience

Activity Ideas:

• Write a letter to the author or a character in the book.
• Alice has several strategies for coping when she is overwhelmed. For example, a
mask to stop smells and she looks down to cut down on visual stimulation.
Do you ever feel really bothered by noise? Bright lights? Textures? Crowds? Wrirte a story 
about how you cope. 
• Do you have someone is your life that you think is a hero? Writ a speech or draw apicture 
showing why you admire them.
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Kathleen Cherry
author of Everyday Hero

Kathleen Cherry has spent her adult life helping young 
people recognize that ‘being normal’ is highly over-rated. 
Kathleen lives in Kitimat, B.C. She has worked as a 
teacher, school counsellor and is employed as a school 
psychologist for Coast Mountains School District. 

As well as being the author of Everyday Hero, Kathleen 
has also published a picture book, Blowing Bubbles, and is 
published in women’s historical fi ction under a pseudonym.

Kathleen is a member of the Writers’ Union of Canada. She 
is also a member of the B.C. Federation of Writers and the 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. 

Kathleen has a specifi c interest in First Nations history 
and culture and has worked with students to write and 
publish several books, including one based on a Haisla 
legend. Kathleen’s non-fi ction work about Kitamaat Village’  
G’psgolox totem pole was featured in Highlights for 
Children, May, 2010, Vol. 65 Issue 5.

As well as writing, she  loves to run, hike, travel and read.  She is married with two daughters.

Selected Awards
 
B.C. Book Prize Honour Book, 2017 (nominated for Sheila A. Egoff Award but didn’t win)
Silver Birch Award through the Ontario Library Association’s Festival of Trees
Under consideration for the Dolly Gray Award
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Fluffy Strikes Back
by Ashley Spires

Running a secret agency of space pets (Pets of 
the Universe Ready for Space Travel) is hard 
work but Fluffy makes it look easy. But when the 
aliens attack space pet headquarters Fluffy will 
have to come out from behind his desk to save 
the world, and his friends.

 

Thematic Links:

Humour Graphic Novels

Activity Ideas:

• What secret life does your pet have? Write and illustrate their story!
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Ashley Spires
author of Fluffy Strikes Back

Ashley Spires is a cat enthusiast and is often 
wondering about what her three cats are doing when 
she is distractedly making books. She is the creator of 
the Binky The Space Cat series, the bestselling book 
The Most Magnifi cent Thing and the TD Grade One 
Giveaway book, Small Saul. She lives in Delta, BC.

Selected Awards

Ashley’s books have been nominated for many 
awards including the Will Eisner Award, the Joe 
Shuster Award, the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award and the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book 
Award. Her Binky books have won the Silver Birch Express and the Hackmatack Awards 
and her picture books have earned her a Shining Willow and a Chocolate Lily Award. Most 
recently her book Small Saul was chosen as the TD First Grade Giveaway book for 2016.

Some Other Books by Ashley Spires

The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do (Kids Can Press, 2017)
Mae and June and the Wonder Wheel (author Charise Mericle Harper, Houghton Miffl in 
Harcourt, 2017)
Book or Bell (author Chris Barton, Bloomsbury, 2017)
Fluffy Strikes Back: A P.U.R.S.T. Adventure  (Kids Can Press, 2016) 
Spare Dog Parts (author: Allison Hughes, Orca Books, 2016)
Over-scheduled Andrew (Tundra Books, 2015)
Edie’s Ensembles (Tundra Books, 2014)
The Most Magnifi cent Thing (Kids Can Press, 2014)
Binky License to Scratch (Kids Can Press, 2013)
Binky Takes Charge (Kids Can Press, 2012)
Larf (Kids Can Press, 2012)
Binky Under Pressure (Kids Can Press, 2011)
Small Saul (Kids Can Press, 2011)
Binky To The Rescue (Kids Can Press, 2010)
Binky The Space Cat (Kids Can Press, 2009)
Penguin and the Cupcake (Simply Read Books, 2008)
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Jack and the Green Man
by Andy Jones

When he’s just a little baby, Jack learns to play 
cards and when he grows up be becomes the 
champion card player of the whole peninsula. 

But then, one dark and cold wintry night, a tall 
green wizard comes to town and challenges Jack 
to a card game –the winner will take all, but the 
loser will lose his life!

Jack accepts the challenge but the cheating green 
magician sets a series of deadly traps for Jack.

Luckily, Jack fi nds he’s got an ace up his sleeve: 
the Green Man’s clever and beautiful daughter 
Ann. She’s got as much magic as her father, and 
luckily, she loves Jack. 

And so, guided by Ann, and with the help of some friendly giants, a singing cake, a very strong 
eagle, and a magic horse, Jack is ready to fi ght the Green Man –trick for trick. 
 
Thematic Links:

Having fun in hard times Personal lives of misunderstood giants
The wisdom of our elders Old ‘top ten’ music

Activity Ideas:

• Look a little deeper at the elements of folk stories, songs, and riddles. For example:  Why 
was Jack jumping over the candle stick? Think of some stories of Little Red when she was out 
riding (and presumably wearing her red hoodie). Why do so many heroes of the folk tales start 
out as the least likely to succeed? Imagine an argument about washing the dishes between 
Snow White and Prince Charming. (They are out camping –without servants.)
• Oral Tradition Workshop: Break into groups to write a few versions of a well-known folk tale. 
• Start off by using the whole group. Go from one person to the next, each one adding 
another detail until you have got the whole story told. Then break into groups of 5-7 and let 
each group do a fi nal version of the story. You should use the larger version as your guide 
but change it as your group wishes; then read out you new version to the rest of the class.
• How many stories and songs do you know about Jack?
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Andy Jones
author of Jack and the Green Man

Andy Jones was born in St. John’s, Newfoundland 
where he co-founded the Resource Centre for the 
Arts at the L.S.P.U. Hall, writing, co-writing, acting 
in, and directing many original productions. 

He has been a storyteller since 1979 and been 
involved in many story-telling workshops, readings, 
and performances in schools and theatres from 
Banff to Burin. 

More recently, he has been adapting Newfoundland 
folktales as children’s books, including a highly acclaimed series of Jack Tales including Jack 
and Mary in The Land of Thieves, Peg Bearskin (co-written with Philip Dinn), The Queen of 
Paradise’s Garden, Jack and the Manger, Jack, the King of Ashes, and of course Jack and 
the Green Man.

Selected Awards
 
Previous books in this Jack tale series have won the BMO Winterset Award and the Bruneau 
Family Award for Children’s/Young Adult Writing, and were shortlisted for the Governor 
General’s Literary Award for Illustrated Children’s Book, the Silver Birch Express Award, 
the Ann Connor Brimer Award, and the Newfoundland and Labrador History and Heritage 
Award.  Peg Bearskin was shortlisted for the 2004/05 Hackmatack Award, and named to 
the International Youth Library’s White Ravens List.

Other Books by Andy Jones

Jack and the Green Man (Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2016)
Jack, the King of Ashes (Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2014)
Jack and Mary in The Land of Thieves (Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2012)
Jack and the Manger (Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2010)
The Queen of Paradise’s Garden (Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2009)
Peg Bearskin (Co-written with Philip Dinn, Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2003)
Jack Meets the Cat (Co-written with Sheila’s Brush Collective, published in At the Edge. 
Ragweed Press, 1998.)
Jaxxmas (Co-written with Sheila’s Brush Collective in Stars in the Sky Morning. Playwright’s 
Guild of Canada, 2012.)
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The Mask That Sang
by Susan Currie

When 12-year-old Cass and her Mom inherit a house, 
it seems like the answer to their problems. Mom has 
been in and out of jobs for years, and Cass is alone and 
bullied at school. The last thing Cass expects, though, 
is to fi nd an Iroquois mask in a drawer that sings to her 
in a voice only she can hear. While battling the terror of 
settling into a new school, with a whole new kind of bully, 
she is also drawn into a quest half in the real world and 
half in a world of spirits and Iroquois history. With her 
new friend Degan, she follows where the mask is calling, 
and fi nds surprises that reveal secrets in her own life. 
In the end, the mask’s voice helps her to fi nd her own. 

This book came about in the strangest way. Like Cass, 
I didn’t know my own history until I went looking for it.  
Like Cass, I came to learn about my own small piece 
in a big and very sad page in Canada’s history. I never 
for a minute imagined what I would fi nd when I began 
to search for my story. This book is my fi rst attempt at making sense of it all.

Thematic Links:

Residential Schools The power of art to transform
Reconciliation History and traditions of the Haudenosaunee 

(Iroquois)

Activity Ideas:

• Try Googling “The Indian Act in Canada for Children.” Lots of websites come up that will 
help you to see what happened to Canada’s First Peoples over time.
• At the end of The Mask That Sang, Cass and Mom are at a crossroads. What do you 
think they are going to do next? Try writing the next few chapters!
• Consider visiting a First Nation near you to learn fi rsthand about history and traditions. 
You will probably be able to fi nd contact information online. If you send an email, someone 
will help you.
• Try researching about the history of Haudenosaunee masks. It’s not considered respectful 
to try to make them yourself, but you can fi nd out about them!
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Susan Currie
author of The Mask That Sang

I’ve been a teacher in Brampton, Ontario for 18 years. 
I’m married with one amazing daughter (she is listed in 
the dedication to The Mask That Sang). Before I was a 
teacher, I worked as a musician – as a piano teacher, a 
music director for musical theatre productions, a church 
organist and choir director, and an accompanist. I also 
have an MA in Children’s Literature and an ARCT in Piano 
Performance from the Royal Conservatory. 

Through it all, I’ve always enjoyed writing as a hobby. 
That turned into something more than a hobby several 
years ago when I made a New Year’s resolution to write 
and publish a book and then went ahead and did it, 
against the odds! That fi rst book was Basket of Beethoven 
(Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2001). This book was written 
for Second Story Press’ Aboriginal Writing Contest, which 
it co-won. It also was an unlikely creation, as I learned of 
the contest in December, and the deadline for submission 
was March. I wrote The Mask that Sang in a matter of a 
few weeks….it just seemed to want to come out!

It’s important also to say that I am an adopted person. For a long time in Ontario, adoption 
records were sealed, which means that the government would not let adopted people know 
about their roots. When this law changed, I applied for some information about myself. The 
records I received blacked out all names, but I embarked on some detective work and fi nally 
found my birth Aunt. That’s when she handed me my history, and my life completely changed. 
Someday, that will be an interesting story to write.

Selected Awards
 
My fi rst book, Basket of Beethoven (2001), was nominated for the Ontario Silver Birch 
Award, the Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award and the CLA Book of the Year for 
Children.

Other Books by Susan Currie

Basket of Beethoven (Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2001)
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Sea Change
by Frank Viva

Summary of what your book is about. Include: What 
would you like young readers to know about your book 
and the reasons you wrote it. (max. 200 words) 
 
 One summer can change your whole life. As soon as 
school lets out, Eliot’s parents send him to the very edge 
of the world: a fi shing village in a remote part of Nova 
Scotia. And what does the small town of Point Aconi have 
to offer? Maggots, bullies and grumpy old men. But along 
the way, Eliot discovers much more - a hidden library, 
starry nights and a mysterious girl named Mary Beth. 

Critically acclaimed author and artist Frank Viva 
(Outstanding in the Rain) brings us this warm, funny 
and innovatively designed coming-of-age story. See 
Point Aconi through Eliot’s eyes, as he fi nds that this 
place he never wanted to visit is becoming a home he 
doesn’t want to leave.

Thematic Links:

Friendship Bullying
Problem-solving Coming of age

Activity Ideas:

• The setting of Sea Change has a large effect on the characters’ development within the 
book. Identify and discuss instances throughout the novel where the sea plays a role in 
the characters’ actions or contributes to the plot.
• Throughout Sea Change Eliot experiences a major change in lifestyle. While it is initially 
diffi cult for Eliot to adjust to Point Aconi, he eventually learns to embrace his new community. 
Discuss a time when you experienced a change in your life. Outline what your initial feelings 
were, how you coped with the change and what the eventual result was. In what ways
do you think that individuals can positively deal with change?s.
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Frank Viva
author of Sea Change

FRANK VIVA is an award-winning illustrator and designer 
living and working in Toronto. His fi rst picture book Along a 
Long Road was a fi nalist for the Governor General’s Award 
for Illustration and was named one of The New York Times’ 
10 Best Illustrated Children’s Books of 2011. His other 
books for children include Outstanding in the Rain, A Long 
Way Away, A Trip to the Bottom of the World with Mouse 
and Young Frank, Architect. His art has appeared in many 
places such as The New York Times and the cover of the 
New Yorker and on the illustrated stationary produced by his 
company Whigby. Frank runs a branding and design agency 
in Toronto and is past president of the Advertising & Design 
Club of Canada. But making books is his favourite thing to 
do.

Selected Awards
 
Along a Long Road – fi nalist, Governor General’s Award for Illustration
Along a Long Road – named, 10 Best Illustrated Children’s Books of 2011 (NYT)
Sea Change – nominated, Red Maple Fiction Award
Sea Change – selected, TD Summer Reading Club Top Recommended Reads
Sea Change – shortlisted, Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award
Sea Change – 3rd Prize, Alcuin Design Awards
Outstanding in the Rain – 3rd Prize, Alcuin Design Awards
Outstanding in the Rain – honoured, Leipzig Book Fair

Other Books by Frank Viva

Young Frank, Architect (Harry N. Abrams, 2013)
A Long Way Away (HarperCollins, 2013)
Young Charlotte, Filmmaker (MoMA, 2015)
Outstanding in the Rain (Tundra Books, 2015)
Along a Long Road (HarperCollins, 2011)
A Trip to the Bottom of the World with Mouse (Toon Books, 2012)
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The Skeleton Tree
by Iain Lawrence

Less than 48 hours after twelve-year-old Chris casts off 
on a trip to sail down the Alaskan coast with his uncle, 
their boat sinks. The only survivors are Chris and a boy 
named Frank, who hates Chris immediately. Chris and 
Frank have no radio, no fl ares, no food. Suddenly, they’ve 
got to fi nd a way to forage, fi sh and scavenge supplies 
from the shore. Chris likes the company of a curious 
friendly raven more than he likes the prickly Frank. But 
the boys have to get along if they want to survive. 

Because as the days get colder, and the salmon 
migration ends, survival will take more than sheer force 
of will. There in the wilderness of Kodiak, they discover a 
bond they didn’t expect, and through it, the compassion 
and teamwork that might truly be the path to rescue.

 
Thematic Links:

Survival First Aid
Edible Plants Friendships

Activity Ideas:

• Make a list of things that you should always carry with you on a hike or wilderness 
adventure.
• Research ravens and their intelligence. Are their other documented examples of these 
birds interacting with humans?
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Iain Lawrence
author of The Skeleton Tree

Iain Lawrence grew up moving all over Canada with his 
family. He’s worked in logging, fi shing, and even as a forest 
fi re fi ghter, before studying journalism in Vancouver and 
working at newspapers for ten years. Today, he lives in the 
Gulf Islands with his companion, Kristin, and their dog and 
cat. He is the author of fi fteen books for young readers, 
including this one, and has received many accolades, 
including the Governor General’s Award and the California 
Young Reader Medal. He invites you to visit him online at 
www.iainlawrence.com.

Selected Awards
 
Gemini Summer – winner, Governor General’s Literary Award
The Giant-Slayer – winner, California Young Reader Medal
The Skeleton Tree – shortlisted, Bolen Books Children’s Book Prize
The Skeleton Tree – fi nalist, Sheila A. Egoff Children’s Literature Prize

Some Other Books by Iain Lawrence

Ghost Boy (Delacorte, 2000)
The Wreckers (Yearling, 1999)
The Buccaneers (Yearling, 2003)
B for Buster (Delacorte, 2004)
The Giant-Slayer (Yearling, 2012)
The Smugglers (Yearling, 2000)
The Winter Pony (Delacorte, 2011)
Lord of the Nutcracker Men (HarperCollins, 2004)
Gemini Summer (Delacorte, 2006)
The Cannibals (Delacorte, 2005)
The Convicts (Delacorte, 2005)
The Castaways (Delacorte, 2007)
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Sophie Quire and the Last Storyguard
by Jonathan Auxier

What if your favourite stories came to life … and 
needed YOU to protect them? 

Sophie Quire knows little beyond the four walls of her 
father’s bookshop, where she repairs old books and 
dreams of escaping the confi nes of her dull life. But 
when she discovers a rare and mysterious volume 
called The Book of Who, she learns a deeper truth 
about her world: that the creatures, characters, and 
wonders in her favourite storybooks are not make-
believe but actually real … and they are in desperate 
need of her help. Now Sophie fi nds herself dragged 
into an adventure beyond anything she’s ever read. 

Sophie Quire is an epic adventure full of action, 
mystery, riddles, and monsters. I wrote this book as 
a celebration of imaginative readers who feel more at 
home in a dusty bookshop than the real world.  

Thematic Links:

Wonder Family 
Heroes and Villains

Activity Ideas:

• Sophie Quire is a bookmender. And the novel is in many ways a love letter to the world 
of books … and specifi cally the power of books as a physical objects. Readers could do 
any number of book-related projects—including repairing old books from thrift shops, or 
making their own books, or using pages from old books to make paper sculptures. 
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Jonathan Auxier
author of Sophie Quire and the Last Storyguard

Jonathan Auxier writes strange stories for strange 
children. His books include Peter Nimble and his 
Fantastic Eyes, The Night Gardener, and most recently 
Sophie Quire & the Last Storyguard. Jonathan grew up 
in Canada, but currently resides in rainy Pittsburgh, PA 
with his family and their adorable pet umbrella.  

Selected Awards
 
Jonathan’s book The Night Gardener was a New York Times 
bestseller and shortlisted for the Govenor General Award. It 
has won a number of awards, including the OLA Silver Birch 
Book Award, the TD Book Prize, the Monica Hughes Fantasy 
Award, the International Literary Association’s Book Award, 
and the Canadian Library Association’s Book of the Year. 

Some Other Books by Jonathan Auxier

Peter Nimble and his Fantastic Eyes (Penguin Canada, 
2011)
The Night Gardener (Penguin Canada 2014)
Sophie Quire and the Last Storyguard (Penguin Canada 2016)


