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Curse of the
Shaman
by Michael Kusugak
Once upon a time, there was a family, a different sort of family from those we have today, the family of a man whose name was
The-man-with-no-eyebrows. They were Inuit
and, aside from the Louse People, they were
the only people on earth. One day, their little
baby boy, Wolverine, was cursed by a shaman, not because the shaman was a bad
man and really wanted to curse the little
baby, he was just having a very bad day. The
boy grew up, just as boys grow up today,
doing all the usual things that boys do, wandering around the Arctic on dog sleds, playing tag around igloos, listening to stories
about “The old woman under the sea” and
“Kiviuq”. And he had a girlfriend, who was
the shaman’s daughter, the shaman who
cursed him. And like any great story, they
somehow have to live happily ever after. But
did I tell you about the very, very mean magic animal who really, really hates boys? If you
don’t believe me, read the book, The Curse of the Shaman.

Thematic Links:
Native Peoples
The Far North
Folk Tales

Activity Ideas:
• Check out http://www.athropolis.com/news-upload/11-data/index.htm for some very fun and

exciting games.
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Michael Kusugak
author of
Curse of the Shaman
Arvaarluk was born at Qatiktalik in the spring of
1948. Immediately after he came into this world,
his family moved to Repulse Bay, “...smack dab
on the Arctic Circle.” And that is where Arvaarluk
lived until he was 12 years old. But those first 12
years had a profound effect on Arvaarluk.
But in 1954, he was taken away from his ordinary world into the world of priests, nuns and
those strange men called brothers. They did not
call him Arvaarluk; they called him Michel. At the age of six, Michel learned there was a world where there
was no love, there was no tenderness and there was no one to run to when your feelings were hurt. The
following year, when the plane came to take him away to the nuns again, Arvaarluk ran away. He hid in the
hills until the airplane went away. Then he returned to his ordinary world.
In 1960, Arvaarluk and his family moved to Rankin Inlet. Those were exciting times. His father worked for
the North Rankin Nickel Mine. Michael (he never learned French so he called himself Michael, not Michel)
went to school. But you could only go to Grade 5 so he had to go away again, this time to Yellowknife,
Churchill and Saskatoon. Life was no longer ordinary. There was TV, radio, houses, streets, cars and all
the exciting things life has to offer. He tried university then flying, photography, pottery and the civil service.
Later, he was to make the realization that it was all preparation for his writing career.
In 1988, Michael and Robert Munsch collaborated on A Promise is a Promise. Since then, Michael has
written eight more books. He travels the world, telling the legends his grandmother told him in their igloo.
He tells the stories he writes. He plays with toys he played with when he was a little boy. He travels by
snowmobile, pretending to hunt caribou, chisels holes in eight feet of ice and pretends to fish, goes out
in boats pretending to hunt whales. But he only does all those things so he can spend as much time out
as he can. And he visits his grandchildren. And he is writing all the other stories that keep popping up in
his head.

Selected Awards
Keewatin Chamber of Commerce Award for advertising this area of our country to the rest of the world.
The Curse of the Shaman shortlisted for the Anskohk Award in Saskatchewan.
Northern Lights, The soccer Trails, winner of the Ruth Schwartz Award, shortlisted for the Aesop Prize

Some Other Books by Michael Kusugak
A Promise is a Promise (Annick, 1989)
Hide and Sneak (Annick, 1992)
Northern Lights: The Soccer Trails (Annick, 1993)
My Arctic 1,2,3 (Annick, 1996)
Arctic Stories (Annick, 1998)
Who Wants Rocks? (Annick, 1999)
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Danger at Mason’s
Island
by Tom Schwarzkopf
It’s summer in Mahone Bay, and Angela and Emmie
are debating whether there’s pirate treasure buried
on Mason’s Island where they are cat-sitting for the
Captain. But, when they discover a different kind of
treasure, they also find they are in grave danger, and
while trying to escape, get shipwrecked and stranded
on a deserted island.
Will they get rescued in time before things get nastier
on the island? And who is responsible for the mysterious treasure and why is it there? Follow Angela and
Emmie as they unravel the Danger at Mason’s Island, their second adventure in Mahone Bay.
The Angela and Emmie adventures started as a reading project for my (then) 10-year old daughter. The
first (short story) was followed by her request for more
adventures for Angela and Emmie, and so The Ghost
at Mahone Bay was written. I was asked for another adventure and Danger at Mason’s Island
followed. There were 4 books written then and another one completed this summer with several
others in the works. The real Angela is now 22 and helps me ‘get the books right.’ I weave into the
books people I know, friends’ names and my 35+ years of visiting Mahone Bay.

Thematic Links:
Pirates (Oak Island etc.),
Maritime activities (historical, i.e. shipbuilding, fishing).
Local lore and settlers’ tales
Maritime ghost stories

Activity Ideas:
• Treasure ‘word’ hunt for ‘pirate’ treasure.
• Collect settlers’/grandparents’ tales to make an anthology for your local area.
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Tom Schwarzkopf
author of
Danger at Mason’s Island
Tom Schwarzkopf is a teacher, writer and
father, not necessarily in that order. He has
taught writing in a number of settings, and
has had short stories, non-fiction articles
and books published, and now writes children’s and youth fiction between teaching
at Algonquin College in Ottawa. The Ghost
at Mahone Bay, his first in a series of children’s books for ages 8-12 written for his
youngest daughter, was published by Nimbus Publishers in April 2005; a second book
Danger at Mason’s Island came out May
2006. The third in the series, Trouble Twins
Save Christmas will be published fall 2007.
Tom lives in Ottawa, but summers in
Mahone Bay where his wife’s family lives.

Selected Awards
The Ghost at Mahone Bay was selected for inclusion in the Canadian Children’s Book
Centre “Our Choice 2006”

Some Other Books by Tom Schwarzkopf
The Ghost at Mahone Bay, Nimbus Publishing, 2005
Trouble Twins Save Christmas, Nimbus Publishing, Fall 2007
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Izzie, Book 4:
Homecoming
by Budge Wilson
This story takes place in the Halifax/
Dartmouth area during the last few weeks of
the Second world War, and a short period
thereafter. It includes fears of last-minute injuries or death before the war ends; an outbreak
of a polio epidemic, with the possibility that a
Publicover family member may be afflicted;
news that their father has been wounded, but
with no information as to what his injuries are;
an account of the Halifax VE-Day Riots, witnessed by Izzie and Roberta and Patricia; a
lot of anxiety and suspense.
There is then the return of the Publicovers to
Granite Cove, while Roberta and Patricia go
their separate ways. The book is about difficult endings, but also about new and promising beginnings.
I wrote this book because I was close to Izzie’s age during the War, and I experienced a lot
of the distubing but exciting times that come her way.

Thematic Links:
Second World war data - causes, nations on each side, types of weapons, the discovery of
nuclear weapons, etc.
The discovery of the Salk vaccine for polio (infantile paralysis).
More extensive information about the Halifax VE-Day Riots.
The Holocaust.
English Guest Children

Activity Ideas:
• Chart the course of significant troop movements during the end of the War. Use plasticine
soldiers, airplanes, ships.
• Research information about the English Guest children. Read Trongate Fury and Patricia’s
Secret to learn more about them.
• Make up a play which reveals the difficulties of both the English Visitors and the Canadian
hosts.
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Budge Wilson
author of Izzie, Book 4:
Homecoming
I was born in Nova Scotia and now live in a fishing village that is very similar to the one that
Izzie and Jasper live in. Before I became a writer,
I did many other things -- working as a secretary, an art teacher, a commercial artist, a photographer, an editor and a fitness instructor.
I am married to Alan Wilson. He is a foot taller
than I am. I also have two daughters, two grandchildren, and an excellent grey cat called Victor.
When I’m not writing, I often travel all over the
country -- East, West and to the Far North -- talking about writing to children, teachers and
librarians. Sometimes I do this even further away -- in Mexico and Germany.
The only thing I like doing more than writing is dancing. But I love writing too. It takes me out of
myself and into a whole other world. Reading does that too.

Selected Awards
Friendships, Ann Connor Brimer Award 2007
Friendships, Finalist for Governor General’s Award for Children’s Fiction, 2006
Mayor’s Award for Cultural Achievement 2003, Halifax NS
Named Member of the Order of Canada, 2005
The Leaving, Canadian Library Association Young Adult Book Award, 1991
Oliver’s Wars, Ann Connor Brimer Award 1993

Some Other Books by Budge Wilson
Friendships, Penguin 2006
Trongate Fury, Penguin 2005
Patricia’s Secret, Penguin 2005
The Christmas that Almost Wasn’t, Penguin 2002
A Fiddle for Angus, Tundra 2001
The Cat That Barked, Pottersfield 1998
Sharla, Stoddart 1997
Oliver’s Wars, Stoddart 1992
Breakdown, Scholastic 1998
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Johnny Kellock
Died Today
by Hadley Dyer
August 1, 1959: Queen Elizabeth visits Halifax for the first time and 11-year-old Rosalie
Norman’s teenaged cousin Johnny vanishes.
With the help of an unusual boy known as “the
Gravedigger,” Rosalie searches the North
End of the city for her cousin, uncovering family
secrets along the way.
I was inspired to write Johnny Kellock by a
real event in my family’s history and by my
mother’s stories about growing up in the North
End of Halifax in the 1950s. But I also wanted
to write about that time in your life when you
start to see the people around you a little differently, especially your family - when you realize there’s more there than meets the eye.
It’s so easy to think of your folks as just Mom and Dad (or Mama and Norman, in this case),
instead of real people with secrets, hopes, and regrets. This is a quiet story, but a lot changes
between the characters by the time the mystery is (sort of) resolved.

Thematic links:
Families & friendships
Canadian setting: Halifax, N.S.
Historical fiction
Class/religious divisions

Activity Ideas:
• Try to list all of the real Halifax sites that are mentioned in Johnny Kellock Died Today.
•Interview a family member. See if you can uncover an interesting story from when he or
she was your age. Did you learn anything new?
• Take a true event from your family’s past or your community’s history and turn it into
fiction. Do your research!
• Debate the following question: Was the government right to ban horror comics in the
1950s?
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Hadley Dyer
author of
Johnny Killock Died Today
Hadley Dyer is the children’s book editor at James Lorimer & Company and
the author of a dozen non-fiction series
books for children. She has been a
regular contributor to magazines such
as Toronto Life and OWL and teaches
in the publishing program at Ryerson
University. Johnny Kellock Died Today
is her first novel.

Selected Awards
Canadian Library Association Young Adult Book Award
Red Maple Award nominee
OLA Best Bets Top Ten List for 2006
Resource Links Best of 2006

Some Other Books by Hadley Dyer
Crabtree Publishing series (with Bobbie Kalman):
Batter Up Baseball, 2007
Savanna Food Chains, 2006
Outback Food Chains, 2006
Endangered Manatees, 2006
The Life Cycle of an Ant, 2005
Fishing in Action, 2005
Wonderful Whales, 2005
Endangered Chimpanzees, 2005
Endangered Leopards, 2005
Field Sports in Action, 2004
The Life Cycle of an Earthworm, 2004
The Life Cycle of a Mosquito, 2004

HACKMATACK
2008

Martin Bridge:
Blazing Ahead
by Jessica Scott Kerrin
Martin Bridge returns with more daily slice-oflife adventures. This time, Martin’s first overnight camping trip with the Junior Badgers is
going to be a weekend with the works! There
are badges to earn, gooey campfire treats to
eat, hiking trails to explore …and Alex’s pranks
to avoid. But when Martin finds himself on the
receiving end of his friend’s horror-movie slime,
it’s payback time! Join Martin Bridge as he
blazes ahead with a flashy campfire performance, an inspired prank of his own, some lightning-fast bicycle repairs and a surefire way to
make his father’s old lawn mower go like
blazes.
Jessica was inspired to write these two stories from a couple of personal experiences. Her
son was given a kit called “The Science of Slime” as a gift from his aunt, and that had
everyone making various forms of slime for months and months on end, resulting in her
story, “Relish”. Jessica and her family were also perplexed at having to watch their neighbour battle every Saturday with a cantankerous old lawnmover (which was even missing a
wheel!). The fights and billowing smoke went on for years! That resulted in her story, “Lightning Bolts.”

Thematic Links:
Language Arts
Humour

Activity Ideas:
• Make your own slime (recipe is included in the book)
• Sending secret messages in Morse Code (code is included in the Book)
• Sitting around a ‘pretend’ campfire and telling/reading scary stories (while eating gooey
marshmallow snacks)
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Jessica Scott
Kerrin
author of Martin Bridge:
Blazing Ahead!
I grew up on the Canadian Prairies,
and although I enjoyed school, I had
a terrible secret. I was a lousy
speller. This made it tough because
I really liked to write. It turns out that
a lot of writers can’t spell, and I figured this out when I got my first
award for creative writing, back in
grade three. On the trophy, my writing teacher had misspelled my name! Since then, I have tried, as much as I can, to write about
experiences I find funny, like that one.
Today, I live with my family and our pet tortoise in downtown Halifax in a house so old, the floors
slope, and all the marbles end up in one corner. We like to share outdoor adventures and recently came back from a family jungle tour in Costa Rica. In addition to writing, I have managed
galleries, dance schools and museums, and I have worked with artists, ballerinas and curators.
Now that I have staff, I get them to check my spelling. Some things never improve.

Selected Awards
New York City Public Library’s selection for “Top Books of 2005”
The Horn Book’s “The Best of 2005”.
The Willow Award (Saskatchewan Young Readers’ Choice) (shortlisted)
2006 Notable Books List by the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), American
Library Association
Hackmatack Award (Nova Scotia Children’s Choice Award) 2006/2007 (shortlisted)
Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award K-3 (shortlisted)

Some Other Books by Jessica Scott Kerrin
Martin Bridge: Ready for Takeoff! (Kids Can Press,2005)
Martin Bridge: On the Lookout! (Kids Can Press, 2005)
Martin Bridge: Sound the Alarm! (Kids Can Press, Spring 2007)
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Never to be Told
by Becky Citra
Never to be Told is the story of twelve-yearold Asia who lives with an elderly couple,
Maddy and Ira, on an isolated farm at Cold
Creek. Maddy and Ira are the only family Asia
has ever known and she is devastated when
their grown son Harry insists that they try to
locate Asia’s real family. Harry’s plan to move
his elderly ailing parents to an adult -only condominium in California does not include Asia.
He discovers that she has a grandmother living in West Vancouver and arrangements are
made for her to go there. A parallel story of
Miranda Williams, a woman who lived at Cold
Creek in in the early 1900’s, is told through
diary entries and the appearance of Miranda’s
ghost at an abandoned homestead. In West
Vancouver Asia meets an old woman named
Mary Wintergreen who is mysteriously connected to Cold Creek. Asia slowly unravels the
puzzle surrounding the death of Miranda’s
young daughter Beatrice and the terrible secret that Miranda has kept for so many years. She
learns about her own past and discovers that she can embrace her new family without losing
the love of Maddy and Ira. I wrote Never To Be Told because I am very interested in the relationships between mothers and daughters (I have an adopted daughter) and because I have always
loved reading a good spooky mystery!

Thematic links:
ghosts
pioneer
family relationships
death
secrets

Activity Ideas:
• Write diary entries modeled after Miranda’s diary about an event that is important in your life
• Research life in the Cariboo in British Columbia in the early twentieth century
• Research ghost stories
• Write a ghost story
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Becky Citra
author of Never to be Told
I am an elementary school teacher and the author of 14 books for young children. I live on a
ranch in the rural community of Bridge Lake,
B.C. My interest in writing began when I was a
child. An avid reader of The Hardy Boys and
Nancy Drew, I started scribbling my own mystery series at 11 years old. I took a long break
from writing when I became a teacher. However, reading wonderful books out loud everyday to young children in schools inspired me
one day to give it a try myself - and I’ve never
looked back!
My first books drew on experiences right out of
the classroom and I still find my students a
great source of ideas! A story in a magazine
about young children immigrating to Upper
Canada in the 1800’s sparked my interest to
do further research and my historical series
on a pioneer family was born. I am currently enjoying the challenge of writing fantasy with my
new series Jeremy and the Enchanted Theatre.
Never to be Told is my first novel for older readers. The settings in the novel of the Cariboo in
British Columbia and the city of West Vancouver are places I know well and are very special to
me. I loved the challenge of blending the two stories of Miranda and Asia, set in such very
different times.

Selected Awards
Shortlisted Hackmatack Award 2005 for Dog Days
Shortlisted Chocolate Lily Award 2006-07 for Strawberry Moon

Some Other Books by Becky Citra
Jeremy and the Golden Fleece, Orca Book Publishers, 2007
Jeremy in the Underworld, Orca Book Publishers, 2006
Strawberry Moon, Orca Book Publishers, 2005
Jeremy and the Enchanted Theater, Orca Book Publishers, 2004
Runaway, Orca Book Publishers, 2003
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No Safe Harbour
by Julie Lawson
No Safe Harbour is the diary of Charlotte
Blackburn, a young girl living in Halifax at the
time of the Great War. When her brother Luke,
a soldier fighting in France, sends her a diary
and asks her to record the daily happenings
of life at home, she sets to the task with enthusiasm. She writes about her family, her
friends, her twin brother Duncan. Thoughts
and feelings abound, from fears for Luke’s
safety to the delights of spying on her sister
Ruth. And then, on December 6, two ships
collide in the Halifax Harbour. The north end
of the city is shattered. For Charlotte and for
thousands of others, life will never be the
same.
My grandfather, who was in Halifax at the time,
inspired my interest in the explosion. Ten years
ago I started some serious research, but other
projects kept pushing it aside—until the Dear Canada series gave me an opportunity I couldn’t
refuse. I threw myself into the Halifax Explosion. I felt I was Charlotte, living through the days
leading up to the disaster, surviving the horror (the most difficult part of the research and writing)
and finding the will to go on.

Thematic links:
Canadian History
The Great War
Racism: The treatment of Germans living in Canada during the Great War
Canadian Disasters: Man-Made versus Natural
Emergency Preparedness and Response to Disasters (comparison of explosion in Halifax
with modern disasters such as Hurricane Katrina, the Tsunami, the bombing of the Twin
Towers on 9/11)
Friendship and Family Relationships
Coping with Tragedy and Loss

Activity Ideas:
• Try knitting a scarf like Charlotte did.
• Invite a veteran into your class or school and ask about his life during his years as a soldier.
• Find out what your town was like in 1917. Pretend you were living there at the time of the Halifax

Explosion and write a few entries in your “olden days diary.”
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Julie Lawson
author of
No Safe Harbour
I was born in Victoria, BC at 6 a.m. on a rainy
day in November, and have been an early riser
ever since. I also love writing in the rain. From
the time I was ten I kept a diary, but it wasn’t
as interesting as Charlotte’s. (Thank goodness, because I would hate to have gone
through what she did.) I don’t keep a diary
anymore—I’ve been too busy writing other
peoples’. Right now I’m writing The Hudson’s
Bay Company Diary of Jenna Sinclair. She
lived in Fort Victoria in 1850 and is about to
witness a murder…but that’s all I can tell you
right now.
I used to live in a house in the woods near Sooke BC, but now I live in the heart of Victoria, two
blocks from the ocean. I used to teach elementary school and just dream of becoming a writer,
but now I write for real and have no time for teaching. Writing is hard sometimes, but I enjoy it so
much it never seems like hard work, more like hard play. If I have an attack of writer’s block, I
leave my desk and go for a long walk or make cookies. I love to travel, especially on huge
container ships, and have been all over the world, from the Amazon jungle to the Sahara Desert
to the Himalayan Mountains. I’d like to say that I was the first Canadian Hackmatack nominee to
climb Mt. Everest, but that would be a lie. And authors never lie…well maybe. But only creatively.
One more thing. The highlight of my research during my writing of No Safe Harbour was interviewing a 94-year-old survivor of the explosion. She was nine at the time and lived in Richmond,
the area that was hardest hit. The stories she told painted a vivid picture of a young girl’s life
before, during and after the explosion, and helped to give life to my Charlotte.
.Selected Awards
White Jade Tiger won the Sheila Egoff Award (BC Book Prizes) and is a CLA Honour Book.
Whatever you do, Don’t go near that Canoe!—Tiny Torgi CNIB Award
The Dragon’s Pearl —U.S. Parents Publications Award for Folklore

Some Other Books by Julie Lawson
A Ribbon of Shining Steel: The Railway Diary of Kate Cameron, Scholastic, Dear Canada
series, 2002
Arizona Charlie and the Klondike Kid, Orca, 2005
Emily 1: Across the James Bay Bridge, Penguin, Our Canadian Girl series, 2001
Emily 2: Disaster at the Bridge, Penguin, Our Canadian Girl series, 2002
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Out of Sight
by Robert Rayner
In his grade seven class at Brunswick Valley
School, Brian is hopelessly disorganized and
inattentive. But on the soccer field, he’s brilliant, and his acrobatic goalkeeping for the
school team has earned him the nickname of
Flyin’ Brian. Linh-Mai, his class mate and team
mate, shyly admires his talent, but her admiration turns to concern when she is among
the first to realize his eyesight is deteriorating.
As Linh-Mai helps Brian deal with the disease
that threatens his vision, she begins to understand that he fears not only the loss of his eyesight and, with it, his goalkeeping skill, but also
the loss of his identity as ‘Flyin’ Brian.’
And Linh-Mai wonders: If her friend will no
longer be ‘Flyin’ Brian’ - then who will he be?
I don’t really know why I wrote ‘Out of Sight’
(any more than I know why I wrote any of my
books). The story started with the idea of ‘life promising, then taking away’ (as Brian’s father
sings in chapter three) - in this case, life denying Brian its ‘gift’ of extraordinary goal-keeping
talent by also delivering him a devastating eye disease.
I think the book turned out to be about friendship, and about helping friends cope with difficult
events in their lives, and about staying true to friends as events change them.

Thematic Links:
Friendship
Dealing with tragedy
Self-image (from a physical and personality point of view)
How life events change us
Dealing with the challenge of attention deficit

Activity Ideas:
• Research short-sightedness. What causes it? How many people are short sighted?
• Design the frames for the ultimate pair of glasses. (Think of shape and colour.) Write a de-

scription of the glasses to include in a catalogue of frames.
• Perform a familiar activity (like eating your morning snack, or going to the bathroom) blindfolded. (Have a friend on hand to keep you safe). Describe the experience.
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Robert Rayner
author of Out of Sight
I grew up on the Cambridgeshire/Essex border
in England and didn’t really know what I wanted
to do when I left school. After two or three jobs
best forgotten, I became a journalist in Cambridge, writing news and feature articles. Then I
decided I wanted to be a teacher. After training in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, I taught at a junior school
in Colchester, before moving to Newfoundland,
where I taught music at Glovertown, on the edge
of Terra Nova National Park. I loved Newfoundland (and still miss it), but after a few years
moved on to New Brunswick, where first I was
music, fine arts and language arts consultant in
School District 10 (Charlotte County), and then
principal of St. George Elementary School, until
I retired from teaching in 2002.
I live with my wife, Nancy, who is also a teacher,
on the Magaguadavic River in St. George, where
I teach music (piano, saxophone and clarinet), photograph, feed and watch the birds - and write.

Selected Awards
Walker’s Runners - shortlisted Ann Connor Brimer Children’s Literature Prize 2003,
shortlisted Margaret and John Savage First Book Award 2003, Canadian Children’s Book
Centre ‘Our Choice’ Selection 2003
Miss Little’s Losers - Canadian Children’s Book Centre ‘Our Choice’ Selection 2004
Just for Kicks - shortlisted Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award 2004/2005, Canadian
Children’s Book Centre ‘Our Choice’ Selection 2005
Suspended - Canadian Children’s Book Centre ‘Our Choice’ Selection 2005

Some Other Books by Robert Rayner
Walker’s Runners, James Lorimer and Company Ltd., 2002
Miss Little’s Losers, Lorimer, 2003
Just for Kicks, Lorimer, 2004
Suspended, Lorimer, 2004
Falling Star, Lorimer - scheduled for May 2007
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Secret Signs
by Jacqueline Guest
When 12-year-old Henry Dafoe runs away from
his farm near Winnipeg to find his father, he
has no idea he’ll end up riding the rails across
the prairies with a hobo named Clickety Clack
and discovering what The Depression is all
about. Using the underground code of symbols found scrawled on gateposts and fences,
the two must overcome deadly shotgun blasts,
grasshopper plagues, dust storms and angry
railway police as they journey to the Glenmore
Dam Relief Project in Calgary. Their success
depends on help from friendly tramps, soup
kitchens, stolen food and most of all, the hobo’s
Secret Signs.
When I heard about the hobo signs that were
used way back then, the kid in me knew this
was totally awesome stuff. I wanted other kids
to discover this secret code for themselves
and so I started writing. Henry reminds me of
another adventuresome boy named Tom Sawyer; in fact Secret Signs has a very Mark Twain
feel to it. Henry is brave, smart and funny and wants to live by his own rules, even if it means
running away from home to do it. On the road, he discovers dangers, friendship and the wonderful Secret Signs.

Thematic links:
Communication
The Depression
The Canadian Pacific Railway

Activity Ideas:
• Write a letter using hobo signs from the book and other sources.
• Draw a portrait of one of the hobos from the book.
• Design and draw your own personal sign.
• Compare prairie weather during the Depression with prairie weather today. (Look at rainfall
amounts, hours of sunshine and wind patterns.)
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Jacqueline Guest
author of
Secret Signs
Jacqueline Guest is a Metis children’s author
with fourteen published books. Her
multicultural lead characters are smart, funny
and often screw up just like the rest of us, while
still providing excellent role modelling for today’s youth. Her fast paced contemporary stories receive great feed back from students,
educators and parents. All books are AR
rated with tests available and provide a much
needed resource for teachers of reluctant
readers. Jacqueline’s interactive and highly
visual presentations link her own Metis culture with literacy as they engage her students
in a way that is unforgettable for both students
and teachers.

Selected Awards
Canadian Children’s Book Centre ‘Our Choice’ for numerous novels
Several titles have been nominated for the Golden Eagle Award
Wild Ride is an Arthur Ellis Mystery Award Nominee;
Belle of Batoche is a Red Cedar Nominee, British Columbia Children’s Choice Award
as well as an Ontario Library Association ‘Best Bet’ and Edmonton Public Schools ‘Best
of the Best’ winner.

Some Other Books by Jacqueline Guest
Wild Ride, Lorimer, 2005
Belle of Batoche, Orca, 2004
Soccer Star!, Lorimer, 2003
A Goal In Sight, Lorimer 2002
Lightning Rider, Lorimer 2000
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Truth About Rats
(and Dogs)
by Jacqueline Pearce
A few years ago, when I was volunteering at the
British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (BC SPCA) I got the idea to write a
series of stories about kids and animals. I wanted
to write about some of the animal issues that the
SPCA deals with, and I also wanted to write about
some issues that many kids deal with. The first
book in the series, Dog House Blues, is about a
girl, dogs and bullying. The second book, The Truth
About Rats (and Dogs), is about a boy, rats and
stereotyping. In the story, everyone seems to expect Conner, the main character, to be good at
piano and math like his older sister, but Conner’s
real interests are BMX bike stunts and animals.
He’d love to get a dog, but his parents have a nopets rule. When the local animal shelter becomes
overcrowded, everyone in Conner’s animal club
agrees to foster a pet, and Conner finds himself
smuggling home Oscar, the rat, even though a rat is the last animal he’d want for a pet. But
Conner soon discovers that a rat, like a boy, can be different from

what people expect.

Thematic Links:
Study of rodents and other small animals
Pet care and animals in our communities
Animal stereotypes and the portrayal of animals in the media (TV, cartoons, video games,
books, etc.)
People stereotypes in the media and in real life (eg. What are they based on? Do they play a
role in how students form opinions about other people?)
Personal planning around identifying and pursuing interests
Chinese New Year celebrations/multicultural customs and beliefs/family life

Activity Ideas:
• list animal idioms (animal sayings) the students have heard (sly as a fox, dirty rat, etc.) and
discuss whether they match or don’t match real animal characteristics.
• ask students to write a paragraph or poem about their own relationship with a pet (real or
imagined)
• check out my web site (www.jacquelinepearce.ca) and blog (www.wildink.wordpress.com)
for more info and comments about rats and my experience writing the book.
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Jacqueline Pearce
author of
Truth About Rats (and Dogs)
I was born in Vancouver and grew up on Vancouver
Island. When I was a child my favourite books included the Narnia Chronicles by C.S. Lewis, A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle, the Chronicles of
Prydain by Lloyd Alexander, the Emily of New Moon
series by L.M. Montgomery, and Secret in the
Stlalakum Wild by Christie Harris. It was after reading these books that I decided I wanted to be a
writer. I started writing my first novel in grade six,
but I didn’t get past the third chapter. When I was
age thirteen I had a poem published in a local newspaper (they even paid me $3), but it wasn’t until
after I grew up, went to university (in Victoria and
Toronto), and worked at various jobs, that I finally
finished a novel and got it published. I’m working on
my eighth book now. I love writing, and when I’m
not writing I like to read, listen to audio books, explore the city, take photographs, create art, play ball hockey and hang out with my husband,
daughter, dog and cat.
Extra: Research is one of the interesting parts of writing a novel. When I was working on The
Truth About Rats (and Dogs) I took care of two rats (including one named Oscar) and learned a
lot about rats.
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