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Crazy About
Canada
by Vivien Bowers
Vivien Bowers ran out of things to write about
Canada, so she called in the experts--that
would be you. She asked real, live, squirmy
kids like you what you wanted to know about
Canada, and you sent in about a trillion gazillion
questions. For instance, why are beavers’
teeth orange? Vivien had absolutely no idea
(too many orange slushees?). So she went
off on a quest--an exciting search for the truth!
The result is the book Crazy About Canada.
One cartoon character in the book is Vivien
Bowers herself, detective extraordinaire, in the
search for elusive answers. Pretty scary, huh?
She has a sidekick, a boy called Morton.
Morton is very nerdy; he LOVES facts and information. Bowers has a brother just like Morton, though he grew up and he turned out okay.
Vivien and Morton head into the unknown to find the answers that kids want to know. They get
tangled in the World Wide Web. They encounter dead ends. They also meet experts on icebergs, bear attacks and edible seaweed. And they find answers to head scratchers such as--do
polar bears ever freeze? and why is water wet?

Thematic links:
Geography
Wildlife
Canadian history
Languages

Activity Ideas:
• Have students come up with new questions about Canada, and research the answers. They can
make their own Crazy About Canada book.
• Have students make up multiple choice questions using questions and answers from the book,
along with two additional answers that they make up. Then have them challenge each other with
these questions. (e.g., Why are beaver teeth orange? (1) Because they don’t brush their teeth.
(2) Too many orange slushees. (3) Because there is iron in the hard enamel coating on the teeth.
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Vivien Bowers
author of
Crazy About Canada
Vivien Bowers was born in Vancouver, British
Columbia, in 1951. She was the second of four
kids. Her Dad was a very smart man who could
never remember the names of his kids, so he
always got their names mixed up, or called them
by the dog’s name
Vivien Bowers was once an elementary school
teacher, but discovered that writing was just as in
teresting and much less noisy. She now lives and
writes in the mountain town of Nelson, British Co
lumbia, where people snowboard in deep powder
and are just about as crazy as anywhere else.
Except for being crazy about Canada, Vivien her
self is not in the least bit crazy. She is especially
not crazy about cats (which make her sneeze) or about doing the dishes. Vivien has two
almost-grown-up sons one juggles, and the other discusses philosophy. She also has a
dwarf rabbit. He doesn’t juggle or discuss philosophy...or do dishes. Instead, he chews
through electrical cords.
Vivien grew up a long way from the Atlantic provinces. But she traveled to Atlantic Canada
with her family while researching her previous Hackmatack-winning book, Wow Canada!
They climbed the monster lobster in Shediac, and went down into the coal mines of Glace
Bay. They discovered that that both lobsters and Tim Horton do-nuts taste better than dulse.
Actually, almost anything tastes better than dulse.
You can find out more about Vivien Bowers at www.vivienbowers.com

Selected Awards
·Crazy About Canada won the Canadian Science Writers Association 2006 Science in

Society Award for best children book. It was also nominated for Saskatchewan Diamond
Willow Award.
·A previous book, Wow Canada!, won the 2002 Hackmatack Award for English NonFiction.

Some Other Books by Vivien Bowers
Crime Scene, Maple Tree, 2006
That Very Canadian, Maple Tree, 2004
Only in Canada! From the Colossal to the Kooky, Maple Tree, 2002
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Hiding Edith
by Kathy Kacer
Hiding Edith is the true story of Edith Gelbard.
As a young Jewish child during the Second
World War, Edith had to leave her family and
hide in a school in the French town of Moissac.
The house in Moissac was run by Shatta and
Bouli Simon. And even though there was a war
going on, and it was a dangerous time for
Jews, the Simons managed to provide a safe
home for the Jewish children hidden there. The
children were taught camping skills like putting
up a tent and building a fire. These skills are
what helped saved the lives of these Jewish
children. Over the course of the time they lived
in Moissac, there were frequent raids by the
Nazis looking to arrest Jews. It was a dangerous time. But not in Moissac. Everyone in town knew about the Jewish children who were
hiding there, and everyone kept that secret safe. Of the more than 500 Jewish children
who were hidden in the house in Moissac, all of them survived the war, thanks to the Simons,
and thanks to the brave people of Moissac. The real Edith now lives in Toronto.

Thematic links:
World II
The Holocaust
France during the Second World War
Hidden children

Activity Ideas:
• Have students write a journal entry as if they were Edith hiding in the school in Moissac.
What does it feel like to be separated from your parents and siblings? What do you miss
the most about home? What are you most afraid of?
• Have students draw a map of Europe and plot out Edith’s route during the war. Include
Austria (Vienna), Belgium (Brussels), and France (Moissac) on the map.
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Kathy Kacer
author of Hiding Edith
Both of my parents were survivors of the Holocaust. My
mother survived the war by hiding. My father was a
survivor of the concentration camps. Their stories of
survival were an inspiration to me as I was growing up.
As an adult, I was determined to write their stories and
pass them on to young readers. In that way, future generations would never forget that time in history.
My books have won numerous awards, and have been
sold internationally to many countries including Germany,
England, China, Italy, Thailand, Korea, and Japan. My
novels have received rave reviews as moving, insightful, and educational works of historical fiction for young
people.

Selected Awards
Awards and Nominations for The Secret of Gabi’s Dresser:
1999, Canadian Children’s Book Center, Reader’s Choice
1999, Nominated to the shortlist, Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People
2000, Winner, Silver Birch Award, Ontario Library Association
2000, Winner, Canadian Jewish Book Award, Young Adult Fiction category
2001, Winner, Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award, Maritime Library Association
2002, Nominated to the shortlist, Red Cedar Book Award, Young Readers’ Choice Association of British
Columbia
Awards and Nominations for Hiding Edith:
2006, Nominated to the shortlist, Norma Fleck Award for Canadian Children’s Non-Fiction
2007, Notable Book, Sydney Taylor Book Award, American Association of Jewish Libraries
2007, Nominated to the shortlist, Silver Birch Award, Ontario Library Association

Some Other Books by Kathy Kacer
The Underground Reporters, Second Story Press, 2004
Margit: Book One, Home Free, Penguin Books Canada, 2003 (Part of the Our Canadian Girl series)
Margit: Book Two, A Bit of Love, And A Bit of Luck, Penguin Books Canada, 2005 (Part of the Our
Canadian Girl series)
Margit: Book Three, Open Your Doors, Penguin Books Canada, 2006 (Part of the Our Canadian Girl
series)
The Night Spies, Second Story Press, 2003
Clara’s War, Second Story Press, 2001
The Secret of Gabi’s Dresser, Second Story Press, 1999
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Lost Treasures
by Larry Verstraete
Who hasn’t dreamed of finding treasure? As a kid, I
certainly did. When I was a boy, I dug through the
garden convinced that sooner or later I’d stumble
across a cache of gold. I collected stamps and coins,
always with the hope of finding a rare, and hence
valuable, one. And when I fished a river in our neighbourhood, it wasn’t for dinner. Sunken pirate treasure was what I had in mind.
When I was around 12 years old, something happened that changed my ideas about treasure. On a
trip to my local library, I found a story in a National
Geographic book about the discovery of a tomb on a
mountain-top in Peru. Inside the tomb was the body
of young boy, perfectly preserved after being frozen
for almost 500 years. To archaeologists the discovery was the rarest of finds. For them, the boy and
his tomb were the finest treasure. For me - a lad
sitting on the floor of the library reading about the Peruvian boy - the true treasure was the book
in my hands.
Treasure, I realize now, can be almost anything - even a great story. In Lost Treasures, there
are over 80 of them, some short, others several pages. The stories are about people who
chase their own dreams and seek things they consider to be rare, valuable or prized. Stories
like these are my brand of treasure. What, I wonder, is yours?

Thematic Links:
Treasure/Treasure Hunting
Archaeology
Mystery
Adventure
Pirates

Activity Ideas:
• Every family has items that are precious and are considered to be family treasures. Have students
conduct some research at home. What is each student’s most treasured item? What is the story
behind it? After students share their findings, help them develop a definition for ‘treasure’.
• Before class, hide one or more objects in the classroom or on the playground, then prepare a map or list
of directions (paces, compass directions etc.) that will lead students to the site.
•Break up a cup, saucer, clay pot or other object. Place all but one or two pieces in a bag. Have students
try to reassemble the object using tape or glue to hold the parts together.
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Larry Verstraete
author of Lost Treasures
I stumbled into writing almost by accident, but
looking back, I suspect I’d been getting ready
to become a writer most of my life. As a kid, I
was an avid reader, gobbling up books at a phenomenal rate. I was also a dreamer, a boy
with an overactive imagination. Those two
things - a fondness for words and stories, plus
a generous imagination - come in handy when
you’re writing.
I grew up in Winnipeg where I still live. There
were 6 kids in my family and not a lot of money
to spare for books. Those that we did have
around the house were usually adult information books, biographies or true adventures. I
read them with gusto, especially the true adventure stories. Some of those were weirder
and wilder than any fictional story, and I spent many a happy hour immersed in real-life tales of exploration,
disaster and survival. I think that’s where my interest in non-fiction started.
In high school, I became interested in science thanks to some very enthusiastic teachers. I went to
university, obtained a science degree, and eventually became a teacher myself. Any thoughts of becoming a writer were buried deep inside me, waiting for an opportunity to rise to the surface.
That opportunity came one day after I’d been teaching for almost 20 years. I went for a haircut and while
waiting for my turn, I thumbed through a magazine in the barber shop. I spotted an ad for a correspondence writing course. On a whim, I clipped out the ad and enrolled in the course. One of my first assignments was to write a non-fiction article for children. It wasn’t the kind of writing I really wanted to do. I
envisioned myself as a writer of fiction and thought the assignment would be too simple and boring. I was
wrong. Once I started doing research for the article I was hooked. Uncovering new facts was exciting and
expressing ideas in simple, yet interesting ways was definitely a challenge.

Selected Awards
Lost Treasures: True Stories of Discovery: Winner, Red Cedar Award, 2005-06, Winner, Silver Birch Award
(non-fiction), 2003-04
Accidental Discoveries: Finalist, Norma Fleck Award for Non-Fiction, 1999

Some Other Books by Larry Verstraete
Survivors: True Death-Defying Escapes, Scholastic Canada Ltd., 2003
Extreme Science, Scholastic Canada Ltd, 2000
Accidental Discoveries, Scholastic Canada Ltd., 1999
Whose Bright Idea Was It? Scholastic Canada Ltd., 1997
Mysteries of Time, Scholastic Canada Ltd, 1992
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Our Game
by Dave Stubbs
Hockey is more than a game in Canada, it is
a way of life, a sport that is and has been
played for many years both indoors and out
by boys and girls, their parents and their
grandparents. Its history dates back many
hundreds of years, and the game has evolved
in Canada since the mid-1800s to become
our national winter sport.
Many books on the history of hockey have
been written, but none in the fashion of “Our
Game,” which is designed especially for
young readers to provide them with a guided
tour of the growth and popularity of hockey in
Canada. The book details the players, equipment and great events in hockey history
through the decades, always with a special
focus on our country. By the end of the book,
a reader will have learned of how hockey was
born, and how it has become an important part of most every Canadian’s life.

Thematic Links:
Sports
History
Patriotism

Activity Ideas:
• A field trip to the local arena.
• A search through a parent or grandparent’s home to find old equipment; “interview” a
parent or grandparent for a composition, discussing their favourite player or hockey moment.
.• Identify perhaps one important game (many are detailed in the book) and have students
write a “game story,” using their own research.

HACKMATACK
2008

Dave Stubbs
author of
Our Game
Dave Stubbs is sports feature writer and a sports columnist with the Montreal Gazette, whose work is widely
syndicated in the CanWest family of daily newspapers
coast-to-coast throughout Canada.
Since he began his journalism career in 1976 at the
West Island Chronicle, he has profiled many dozens of
champion professional and amateur athletes and covered 10 Olympic Games as well as Major-League Baseball; Formula 1, Champ Car and NASCAR auto racing;
the Masters golf tournament; Stanley Cup hockey playoffs; the Grey Cup (Canadian
professional football championship); world figure skating championships; and amateur sport
at the elite and grassroots levels.
Mr. Stubbs has been nominated for a National Newspaper Award in Canada, and twice has
been voted the province of Quebec’s sports journalist of the year for features and news
reporting.
His freelance work is published extensively in newspapers and magazines throughout
Canada.
Mr. Stubbs’s first book was published in English and French in the autumn of 2006, a young
readers volume titled “Our Game: The History of Hockey In Canada.” He speaks regularly in
schools and libraries, and today is also actively involved in operating and producing content
for The Gazette’s Montreal Canadiens-exclusive hockey website, habsinsideout.com.

Selected Awards
National Newspaper Award nomination for sportswriting
Twice named Quebec’s sportswriter of the year.

Some other books by Dave Stubbs
This is my first bylined book, though I have contributed essays to:
Canadiens Legends: Montreal’s Hockey Heroes (Raincoast, 2003)
Remembering Guy Lafleur (Raincoast, 2004)
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Quilt of Belonging
by Janice Weaver
“There can be a place for everyone in
Canada, just as there is a place for
everyone in the Quilt of Belonging.”
-- Esther Bryan
When Esther Bryan, a visual artist, decided to
celebrate the people who make Canada such
a rich nation, she wanted to do it in a special
way. Esther dreamed of creating a massive quilt
made from pieces by people of different heritage backgrounds representing all the nations
of the world. The landmark piece, made up of
263 stunning squares is Canada’s largest-ever
textile art project, and an awesome spectacle
to behold.
Quilt of Belonging is the story of how many
hands came together in true celebration of the
whole fabric that is Canada.

Thematic links:
Textiles
Multiculturalism
Aboriginal Peoples
World Geography
Languages

Activity Ideas:
• Make your own quilt square
• Choose a classmate whose ancestors came from a different place than yours did. Have that
classmate teach you some words and phrases from their ancestors’ language.
• Interview your parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles about your cultural heritage. Make a
chart using pictures and maps to tell the story of your family’s coming to Canada.
• Find out what other countries have been settled mostly by immigrants.
• Brainstorm about the new things (food, artifacts, rituals) immigrants bring to a country. Organize a ‘multicultural day’ in which students display some of these things.
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Janice Weaver
author of Quilt of Belonging
Janice Weaver has been working with books all
her life--first as an editor, and now as a writer. Her
first book, Building America, allowed her to pursue a life-long love of architecture. Building
America was named a Notable Book by the International Reading association and also appeared
on the New York Public Library’s 2002 Books for
Teen Age List. In her second book, From Head to
Toe, she indulges her passion for outlandish fashion trends, though she herself wears comfortable,
sensible shoes. Her third book, The A to Z of Everyday Things, was published in Fall, 2004. Janice
lives in Toronto.

Selected Awards
IRA Children’s Book Award Notable, 2003
Selected for inclusion in the New York Public Library Best Books for the Teen Age 2003
Selected for the Our Choice 2003 List by the Canadian Children’s Book Centre

Some Other Books by Janice Weaver
The A to Z of Everyday Things, Tundra, 2004.
From Head to Toe, Tundra, 2003.
Building America, Tundra, 2002.
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Ryan and Jimmy
by Herb Shoveller
It costs a lot of money to build a well in Africa - a
lot more than Ryan Hreljac had thought. Still, the
six year old kept doing chores around his parents’
house, even after he learned it could take him
years to earn enough money. Then a friend of the
family wrote an article in the local newspaper
about Ryan’s wish to build a well to supply people
with safe, clean water. People started sending
money to help pay for Ryan’s well. Ryan was interviewed on television. He appeared on The
Oprah Winfrey Show, twice.
In Agweo, Uganda, villagers were used to walking
a long way every day in search of water. What
they found was often brown and smelly and made
a lot of people sick. But when Ryan’s well was
built, life in the village changed for the better. A
young orphan named Akana Jimmy longed for a
chance to thank Ryan in person for this gift of life - clean water.
When they finally meet, an unbreakable bond unites these boys from very different backgrounds,
and a long and sometimes life-threatening journey begins. Ryan and Jimmy is a true story of
friendship and compassion in which a simple wish to help others brings focus to the necessities that unite us all.

Thematic links:
Conservation
Volunteering
The environment
Africa
Friendship

Activity Ideas:
• invite pupils, perhaps as a full class or in groups, to identify a problem in their community or anywhere in the world, then come up with a plan, a way to help
• old-fashioned, perhaps, but arrange a pen-pal program. The activity formed the basis
for how Ryan and Jimmy became brothers.
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Herb Shoveller
author of Ryan and Jimmy
Herb Shoveller was born in Sudbury, Ontario, Canada and grew up in Lively, a small community west of the city.
After primary and secondary school studies in Sudbury, he spent a year traveling in Europe,
the Middle East and Africa before entering the University of Western Ontario in London,
Ontario. There he did an honours BA in philosophy and then did a masters degree in journalism.
After working in agricultural, arts and business news at various publications, he joined The
London Free Press daily newspaper at which, in a total of 20 years there, he worked in every
news department in a number of difference roles. In the midst of those 20 years, he and his
family moved to Hong Kong for two years where Joanne, Herb’s wife, helped launch the Asian
campus of the University of Western Ontario’s Ivey Business School.
The timing to do this book coincided with his family’s move from London, Ontario, to Guelph,
where Joanne moved to become a vice-president at the University of Guelph. Herb left his
newspaper job at The Free Press, where he was business editor, to freelance. Meantime,
there had been several overtures to Susan and Mark Hreljac, Ryan’s parents, to do a book on
Ryan and the wells projects, along with the subsequent addition of Jimmy to their family.
Mark is Herb’s nephew, so Herb and his family have been following Ryan’s story from the
outset and knew it intimately. Further, Herb’s wife Joanne was a founding board member of
the Ryan’s Well Foundation and wrote its original business plan. Mark and Sue made it clear
that if a book were to be done, Herb would be the writer. Luckily, events converged to make it
possible for him to do the book.

Selected Awards
Disney Adventures Book Award (Shortlisted), 2006
Parents’ Choice Recommended winner, 2006
Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People -Selector’s Choice winner, 2007
Notable Books for a Global Society2007 Foreword Book of the Year Award (Shortlisted),
2007

Some Other Books by Herb Shoveller
Go to School, You’re a Little Black Boy, Lincoln M. Alexander, A Memoir, with Herb Shoveller,
Dundurn Group, November, 2006
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Sailing for Glory
by Teri-Lynn Janveau and
Allister Thompson
This book is a biography of the captain of the
famous Bluenose, a sailing ship that won
many races in the 1920s and 30s against
ships from the United States. We became interested, during a trip to Nova Scotia, by the
dual aspect of this famous Canadian story:
the ship and captain brought great fame to
Canada, to the point that the schooner’s image is still on the Canadian dime coin today,
but the reality of their lives in between races
was less glamorous, but equally important.
The Bluenose was a working fishing ship that
exemplified the hard-working dignity of the fishing tradition on Canada’s east coast. By reading this book, young readers will learn not only
about the ship’s accomplishments, but also
about the lost world of the fisherman’s life and culture. It provides a window on a life before
modern technology where the time-honoured tradition of hard work based around a renewable
resource was the focus of an entire community.

Thematic Links:
Nova Scotia fishing industry
Renewable resources (ie. the effects of over-fishing)
Nova Scotia history
Canada in the first half of the 20th century

Activity Ideas:
•Pretend you are a fisher in Angus’s time and write a diary entry of your first sea voyage.
• Research the different types of fish caught in the Banks, and how the kinds of fish have changed
over time, and why.
• Design your own schooner (drawing activity) and draw your own blueprint.
• If your school is near the ocean, design your own course for a race based on a map of your
area.
• Write your own sea shanty and sing it.
• Culminating activity ideas: A visit to the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic in Lunenburg, or a
visit to the place where the Bluenose II is currently docked (varies seasonally), or even a trip
on the Bluenose II itself.
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Teri-Lynn Janveau
and
Allister Thompson
authors of Sailing for Glory
Teri-Lynn Janveau was born in North
Bay, Ontario. She attended the University of Toronto and works as a library
technician for Centennial College. She
enjoys playing the piano and a variety of crafts.
Allister Thompson was born in the United Kingdom and moved to Canada at a
young age. He also attended the University of Toronto and has worked in the book
publishing industry as an editor for ten years. He is also a rock and folk musician
and has recorded several albums. The authors live in Toronto, Ontario.

HACKMATACK
2008

Science Detectives
by Editors of YES Magazine
Do you think science is a bunch of test tubes,
microscopes and guys in lab coats? Think
again! Science is bursting with far-out but true
stories, fascinating puzzles and mind-boggling mysteries. Science Detectives follows
fearless and dedicated science sleuths tracking down leads and solving cases all over
the world--in cities in deserts, deep underground, high in the sky and even in your DNA.

Thematic links:
Archeology
Biology
History

Activity Ideas:
• Complete all five projects outlined in the book including:
• recording the number of people who wash their hands in a 15 minute period.
• making a bird-feeder and observing birds
• freezing and thawing artifacts
• rating rocks on the Mohs scale
• making a puzzle of an egg shell.
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Jude Isabella and Megan
Kopp
author of Science Detectives
Jude Isabella was born in New Jersey, but this well travelled writer
has lived and worked all over the world in places as far flung as
Africa and Japan. Jude’s writing career began when she was
hired as the only reporter of the Revelstoke Review in Revelstoke
B.C. Jude moved to Victoria where her writing become more
specialized as she began doing freelance science articles for
daily newspapers and magazines. A happy set of circumstances
brought Jude to YES Mag’s doorstep where she was hired as
Managing Editor. Jude lives in Victoria with her husband and two
sons.
Megan Kopp was born in Powell River, British Columbia, but
spent her childhood tagging along as the family moved to the
Northwest Territories (twice) and back and forth in central B.C.
Moving into adulthood meant even more travel (from New Zealand and Australia, through Central America and across Canada
and the U.S.). Megan’s writing career began 10 years ago when
she sold her very first article (a drama-in-real-life) to Reader’s
Digest. Settling in to write about what she knows best, Megan
regularly pens pieces about travel and science/nature/outdoors
- which is how she came to work with YES Mag as a regular
contributor. Megan lives in Alberta with her husband and daughter.

Other books by Editors of YES Magazine
The Amazing International Space Station, Kids Can Press, Fall 2003
Fantastic Feats and Fatal Failures, Kids Can Press, Fall 2004
Science Detectives (with co-writer Megan Kopp), Kids Can Press, Fall 2006
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Squirt!
by Trudee Romanek
In the eighth title in the “Mysterious You” series, go with the flow and learn all about
blood and the circulatory system. Topics include what’s blood made from, how it
moves around our body, the role of the
heart, and how our organs clean our blood.
Discover that over your lifetime, your heart
will beat roughly 2.5 billion times. By the
time you’re an adult, your blood vessels will
be long enough to reach around the earth
— twice! and that only about 60 people in
the whole world have the rare K zero blood
type.

Thematic Links:
Circulatory System
Respiratory system
The human body

Activity Ideas:
• Make a model of blood using the recipe in Squirt!
• Find out how much air you breath. (page 21)
• Compare the pulse taken at your wrist to that at your neck.
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Trudee Romanek
author of Squirt!
Trudee has loved books for as long as she can
remember, but she never dreamed she could
become a writer. Still, she wanted her future to
involve books so she completed an honours B.A.
in English and Drama at the University of Toronto.
During the summers, she worked as an editor
for an educational publisher.
From editing textbooks, she moved into editing
trade books, working as the in-house editor for
OWL Books and eventually becoming a freelancer. Her editing work was soon interspersed
with sideline writing projects until eventually writing became her primary focus.
Trudee contributed dozens of articles to science
and history educational programs while
working on her first book, The Technology Book
for Girls and Other Advanced Beings. More books, including five in the “Mysterious You” series,
quickly followed.
Trudee lives in Barrie, ON, with her husband and three children and continues to write. With
seven non-fiction titles and several award nominations to her credit, Trudee is trying her hand at
other kinds of writing as well. In 2005 her first theatrical work, a “Character education-based “
musical for kids entitled “The Tales of Andergrimm”, was performed for more than 30 student
audiences. Hopefully, the future will hold more surprises

Selected Awards
Some of my books have been nominated for: Hackmatack, Red Cedar, Silver Birch, Science in Society
and Information Book Awards.

Some Other Books by Trudee Romanek
Squirt! The Most Interesting Book You’ll Ever Read About Blood and Your Heart (illus. Rose
Cowles), Kids Can Press, spring 2006
Switched On, Flushed Down, Tossed Out: Investigating the Hidden Workings of Your Home (illus.
Stephen MacEachern), Annick Press, 2005.
Wow! The Most Interesting Book You’ll Ever Read About the Five Senses (illus. Rose Cowles),
Kids Can Press, 2004
Aha! The Most Interesting Book You’ll Ever Read About Intelligence (illus. Rose Cowles), Kids
Can Press, 2004
Achoo! The Most Interesting Book You’ll Ever Read about Germs and your Immune System (illus.
Rose Cowles), Kids Can Press, 2003.
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Why Do Dogs Have
Wet Noses?
by Stanley Coren
Did you know that dogs can outrun an Olympic
sprinter and “speak” three languages? Or that
they can tell when storms are coming and even
predict earthquakes before they happen?
These are just a few of the doggone fascinating facts to discover in this ultimate companion
book for young dog owners and admirers.
World-renowned dog expert and author Dr.
Stanley Coren knows our four-legged friends
better than anyone, and this book is jampacked with stories and photographs to engage and delight children. The
purpose of this book is to answer many of the
questions that children have about dogs, to
give them some fascinating but little known
facts about the world’s favorite pet and companion animals. Most importantly, it is designed to capture the interest of children and to teach how to better understand that
marvelous
beast that walks at the other end their leash.
,

Thematic Links:
Animals
Nature
Biology
Animal behavior
Pets
Communication

Activity Ideas:
•Interactions with a friendly pet dog, field trips to a dog walking area or
animal shelter.
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Stanley Coren
author of
Why Do Dogs Have Wet Noses?
Stanley Coren is best known to the public for his popular
books on dogs and on general psychological issues, however within the scientific world he is also a highly respected
scientist. Coren is currently a Professor of Psychology at
the University of British Columbia. He received his undergraduate degree in Psychology from the University of Pennsylvania and his doctorate from Stanford University.
His engaging writing style and his broad knowledge about
the behavior of dogs and people have made his books for
general audiences extremely popular.
Coren’s work with and knowledge of dogs has often caught
the attention of the media. He has been the subject of feature articles in USA Today, New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, Seattle Post, San Francisco Chronicle, Dallas Times,
Washington Post and others. He has even been spotlighted in full-length articles twice in People Magazine. His affable manner has also made him a popular guest with the broadcast media and he has been
featured on numerous television programs including Oprah, Larry King, Dateline, 20/20, Maurie Povich,
Good Morning America, Charlie Rose, the Today Show and many more. TV crews have also come from as
far as Australia to film him for an ABC special program on dogs and their relationships with people, and
from England to film him for a BBC special on dog behavior and communication. This ultimately led to his
hosting of his own TV show, Good Dog!, which is shown nationally in Canada. This show has run for five
seasons, and is now in syndication in Australia and New Zealand as well.

Selected Awards
Writer of the Year given by the International Positive Dog Training Association.
Senior Killam Fellow, 2006
Named one of the “2000 Oustanding Scientists of the twentieth century” by the International Biographical Association

Some Other Books written or illustrated by Stanley Coren
Why Does My Dog Act That Way?: A Complete Guide to Your Dog’s Personality, Free Press, 2006
The Intelligence of Dogs (Revised edition) Free Press, 2006
How Dogs Think: Understanding the Canine Mind, Free Press, 2004
The Pawprints of History: Dogs and the Course of Human Events, Free Press, 2003
How To Speak Dog, Free Press, 2000
Why We Love the Dogs We Do?, Free Press, 1998
What Do Dogs Know? Free Press, 1997

